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Globalisation is predominantly a Western project designed in large parts to sustain the 

primacy of the West in world affairs.  

 

Over the past couple of decades, the entire world has been massively affected by a concept 

simply termed as Globalisation. Globalisation in simple words could be defined as the 

connection of different parts of the world and the integration of goods and people among 

different countries which result in the expansion of international cultural, economic, and 

political fluctuations. (Levitt, 1983). But recently, there has risen an intense struggle for the 

establishment of world order, despite the order in the number and influence of international 

organizations, the weakening of the sovereignty of diverse nation states as an emergence of 

corporations and international trade, has added to the expansion of western culture in many 

regions of the world. Globalisation is clearly a predominant western project designed in large 

parts to sustain the primacy of the west in world affairs and this is certainly the issue at hand 

today. Although the ‘Western world’ has been a predominant leader of globalisation in terms 

of economic trade, political chaos and their utterly overrated entertainment business, it has 

nevertheless not failed to influence how the world really works. The west has always 

influenced it’s cultural imperialism on third world nations and has even pursued objectives of 

the origin of modern globalisation but globalization and gender issues have a trickle-down 

effect of the current state of the world.  

 

When we talk about Globalisation and the west, one would first think of America and their 

influence on the world. It is a fact that comes to all our minds when we bring the two words 

together. The west has influenced the world today so much that globalisation can be used to 

represent the dominance of the west. One main example of Cultural imperialism today is 

from the United States of America. ‘Living the American dream’ or ‘Chasing after the 

American dream’ has been the marketing scheme for America for quite a while. They have 

sold this scheme all over the world and has influenced the developing, third world nations to 

aspire to live that dream. America is considered a core country when talking abut Cultural 

imperialism. The American entertainment industries such as Hollywood and Disneyworld are 

able to break through the global market and export their American cultural products and 

values worldwide. When Disney started to make it’s way into Japan, surely, it boosted bonds 

between America and Japan both economically and politically but gradually, the decade that 

followed saw continuous rising profits and cultural backlash from this introduction of the 



west in the east. The spread of Disney around the world is proof that the world is becoming 

smaller and more easily dominated by media and entertainment industries sure to leap in 

technology and widespread access to foreign cultural products. In addition, it states evidences 

that subject that no corner of the world is out of the reach of Disney or any other similar 

western company.  

 

Critics of globalization have argued that women are often at a disadvantage in economic 

processes when it comes to liberalized trade, investment, and financial flows. Gender 

Inequality in developing countries may be linked to the inadequacy of societies’ material 

resources. Females are, usually placed at the back of the cue whether for food, health care, 

education or jobs, given that all of these are in short supply. (Seguino, 2020) 

 

However, proponents of trade, investment, and financial liberalization and privatization of 

industries as a result of western globalization has argued that women in particular, exports as 

an engine of growth. This is because women are the preferred source of labour, owing to 

competitive pressures firms face to keep unit labour costs low. This demand for female 

labour increased access to jobs and higher wages for women’s incomes and in turn increased 

their power in a household. (Seguino,2020).  

 

The world over the past couple of decades, driven by increasing global flows of trade, 

technology and information. Globalisation has brought an increase in the access to economic 

opportunities and has also in turn increased women’s access in working towards the 

economic development of the world markets. Increased access to information, through 

various sources of technology such as the television and the internet has allowed countries in 

developing countries to learn about social mores in other places which has opened the 

perceptions and has started to promote adoption of more egalitarian attitudes. This change in 

economic empowerment for women has reinforced changes in gender roles and has allowed 

women to shift from their otherwise obligated household roles to a broader perspective of 

power. For example, a small country like Bhutan, submerged in the valleys of the Himalayas 

between the two most-biggest countries of the world has also been positively influenced by 

Globalisation. Ever since the internet and computer was introduced in the country, Bhutan 

has come a long way forward. Women who have never been considered to stand equal as 

men have made significant gains in areas such as education, health, general employment and 

also in democratic transitions. Although New-world Globalisation has done Bhutan good, it 



has not been able to negatively affect the country as much as it would have anticipated to. 

Bhutan has rather managed to stand their rich cultural and traditional way of life despite their 

modern ways of life.  

 

 Globalisation is often seen as Global Westernization. The idea that economic gains which 

benefit the wealthier economies of the world will ‘trickle-down’ to the not so wealthy 

members of the economy can also be identified to be aligned more to the western societies of 

the world. For example, the wealth that is created at the top of the ladder will trickles down to 

the bottom of the ladder is a theory used to justify neoliberal policies and is considered one of 

the driving forces of many entrepreneurial activities. The current form of globalisation is 

helping different parts of the world together and us also supporting one another. Using this 

theory of trickle-down economics, the major industries of the west had influenced their 

businesses and have created jobs, educational opportunities, taxes. Futhermore, on a more 

recent note, Tickle down theory has not received good regards, the reality of this theory 

whereby the rich get richer and that’s it. The rich buy more houses, cars and boats and other 

materialistic things and cause a deficit in the shared prosperity that affect the developing 

countries. (Los Angeles times, 2019).  

 

The escalation of CEO compensation and executive compensation in general has fuelled the 

growth of top 1% and top 0.01% of the entire world economy’s income which in turn has left 

a whole lot less for ordinary workers- this has instead widened the income gap. This trickle-

down effect has only been beneficial for the worlds of the west proving that globalization is a 

rather predominant project of the west to stay involved in the world’s affairs.  

 

Globalisation does not only pertain to the west. Over the recent years, the economic levels of 

Japan and other east Asian nations have continued to rise and influence the rest of the world. 

This convergence can not only be seen in term of per capita GDP, but also in terms of the 

deepening relationship of economic trade and investment. Closer trade relationships and 

growing investments have promoted increasingly advanced economic structures and regional 

specialization in east asia which has resulted in deeper cultural sophistication.  

 

Moreover, The popular cultures of Asia largely influenced by industries that showcase 

cultural material, such as the film, TV shows, fashion companies and news media. (Hosseini, 

2005).  Similarly, The South Korean music genre, ‘K-pop’ or in full terms ‘Korean Pop 



Culture’ has taken the world by storm. Young people today are influenced by the South 

Korean fashion trends, music trends, and by their overall cultural traits. It is the third world, 

developing countries who tend to join in on this ‘global trend’ being unable to shake it off, be 

it the language or the food or the religion that is being influenced on themselves. This 

existence of the two major influences on developing, third world countries have stirred a 

competition between them. Some might argue that the East belongs in the East and it should 

not become global but on the hindsight, for years and years we have constantly seen a 

McDonald’s sign or a Starbucks logo wherever we go, all around the world. Was that all a 

plan to engrave the west in all our diverse cultures? And wasn’t that also that something that 

should have stayed in the West where it belonged or are we being hypocrites and slightly 

racist when it comes to embracing cultures of the world.  

 

 

As the world becomes more integrated, new promises and problems have taken rise with 

regards to health. Humans seem to enjoy a historically unprecedented level of access to 

healthcare and medication thanks to the rise in multinational pharmaceutical partners and 

business. However, the benefits of health and disease globalisation have remained strangely 

stagnant. Life expectancies in many developing countries have been static for a long time. 

Deathly diseases such as polio which has been successfully eradicated from the United States 

and other well-off Western countries still continue to take thousands of lives of people from 

Africa and the Indian subcontinent. The Multi-National pharmaceutical companies that 

produce life-saving or life-prolonging wonder drugs are usually driven by profit. Since, 

poverty is the main cause of all kinds of direct diseases such as typhoid, cholera in 

developing countries, should we not consider each others difficulties and help less fortunate 

nations overcome certain health obstacles.  

 

In conclusion, globalisation over the years has done the world more good than bad. It has 

taught us all to work together towards a common goal whilst supporting each other be it in 

terms of globalising social issues, introducing economic theories to strengthen financial ties, 

or to embrace each others cultural differences. Therefore, since we can agree that 

globalisation is predominantly  western project designed in large parts to sustain the primacy 

of the world, we must always make sure that our countries from both the east and the west 

must come together not to compete but to work towards a better, safer, future to come.  
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