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Basketball At Capacity In The Capital 
When the Boomers beat Slovenia to win a historic bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics, ACT 

Basketball CEO David Simpson had people calling him up the next day looking for a game. 

There was only so much he could say. Basketball was already booming in Canberra and now it was 

going to burst at the seams. 

A lack of facilities in the Canberra region are the only thing holding back a sport with so much 

momentum. 

“There was huge interest in the sport already and this put things over the edge,” said Simpson. 

No matter who you are, that Saturday night in Tokyo was special. It will probably be one of those 

moments where you’ll know where you were when it happened.  

The 42 point performance from Patty Mills was out of this world and it was only fitting he dribbled 

the ball down the court as the final seconds ticked away. 

From there it was all emotion. The embrace between Joe Ingles and ‘our’ Patty was beautiful. 

Then there was Australian basketball icon Andrew Gaze. His words and reaction in the post-match 

coverage were enough to make any man cry.  

After years of heartbreak, the Boomers had their bronze medal and it was time for the sport of 

basketball to capitalise on this wave of momentum. 

 

David Simpson says basketball’s been a sleeping giant forever.  

“In the ACT, we’ve experienced a 25% increase in numbers in the last year alone,” said Simpson. 

This was before the Boomers triumph.  

The sport of basketball has been rising in popularity for years, not just in Canberra but all around the 

country.  

He then talked about the upswing off the back of the Olympics.  

“It was a massive thing for basketball in Australia, especially after a medal,” said Simpson. 

“Our numbers will now go through the roof.” 

The problem for Basketball ACT is, there’s no room for the sport to grow. 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/sport/basketball/basketball-schools-net-rising-hopes/news-story/3f7f1cba583fd335250222b0f5d48742


The lack of quality indoor facilities in Canberra and Queanbeyan means it’s become almost 

impossible to accommodate new members and in turn, grow the game. 

Queanbeyan Roadrunners president of 20 years and now board member Jan Browne has seen it all 

in her 40 years involved in the sport.  

As well as her devotion to Queanbeyan basketball, she’s also spent time coaching at the 

Tuggeranong Vikings and Norths.  

Browne’s passion for the sport is unmatched and she says the only thing holding basketball back in 

the region is the lack of facilities. 

“You can’t get onto a court,” Browne said. 

“We can’t take any more kids. We’re having to turn kids away from the sport.” 

The facility the roadrunners use is basically two ¾ courts that run alongside one another. While it’s 

okay for training, it can’t be relied upon by Basketball ACT. 

Browne’s had to squeeze 50 kids on the court before which she says is dangerous and far from ideal. 

“Unfortunately it’s not big enough and we can’t keep up at the moment,” she said. 

 

 



For competitions, Basketball ACT use two main venues. The Belconnen Stadium which they own and 

the Tuggeranong Stadium which is owned by the Southern Cross Club. These run flat out every night 

during the week and all day on weekends. 

It’s not a lot of court space to run both junior and senior competitions all year round. Throw in 

training demands and the current strain on facilities is obvious.  

Some junior games are played at ridiculous times like 8:00 in the morning on a Saturday and Sunday. 

Then at the other end of the scale, the stadiums are used late into the night for senior competitions 

all week.  

 

 

 

Such is the strain on facilities, Basketball ACT were forced to turn teams away before the last winter 

season. If it wasn’t for a few private schools offering up their gyms, even more teams and players 

would’ve been turned away from the sport. 

While the use of school gyms has helped with logistics, they’re unreliable with when they’re able to 

be used and inconsistent in terms of hire costs to clubs and Basketball ACT. 

It’s a band-aid measure for a much wider problem that’s going to cripple the sport in Canberra.  

Participation numbers currently sit around the 12,000 mark and it’s going to have to stay that way. 

David Simpson says Basketball ACT is pretty much at capacity now. 

“It’s now at a point where we’re turning people away,” said Simpson. 

“Facilities are our number one issue and external court hire is one of our most expensive items.”  



 

 

The problem around facilities has become so bad at times, multiple teams have been forced to share 

poor quality courts so they can simply train.  

The Weston Creek Woden Dodgers have perhaps been the most affected club in terms of the facility 

crisis.  

When the demolition of the Woden basketball stadium was approved in 2016, it left a gaping hole 

for Basketball ACT in the inner south of Canberra. 

The Dodgers no longer have a home and while the club’s teams play their games at Tuggeranong and 

Belconnen like everyone else, they are limited in terms of training options. 

Weston Creek Woden Dodgers’ vice-president Grant Keys has been critical of the facility situation, 

saying Canberra has some of the worst basketball facilities and infrastructure in the country. 

He and the Dodgers recently conducted an audit of indoor facilities in the Woden/Weston zone 

which shed light on the problem. 

The two courts at Marist College were the only ones of competition quality and these are only 

available to Marist College students and not used on weekends. 

Even the overflow from Marist basketball trains next door at Melrose College. The Dodgers currently 

use the Headley Beare Centre in Stirling as well as gyms at Alfred Deakin High School, Stromlo High 

School, Canberra College and Wesley Uniting Church in Forrest. 

While these venues do the job, they’re all sub-par in terms of court quality, backboard quality and 

ring quality. 

 

https://citynews.com.au/2021/basketball-cries-foul-on-state-of-stadium-facilities/
https://websites.mygameday.app/get_file.cgi?id=36784871


 

 

So how did the sport of basketball get so popular? 

A key reason probably has something to do with the globalisation of the USA’s National Basketball 

Association. Australians are wearing the jerseys of their favourite stars, Instagram and Facebook 

feeds are full of basketball highlights, the NBA video game is huge and watching the likes of Lebron 

James and Steph Curry play day to day has become normal through things like NBA League Pass.  

Canberra Player’s League player Tom Perez is someone that got into the sport of basketball on the 

back of the NBA phenomenon. 

For Tom it’s always been about the flashy dunks that are such a unique aspect of the sport. Growing 

up he would watch ferocious dunker Blake Griffin’s highlights on YouTube and go to school the next 

day trying to replicate the NBA star’s exploits. 

In terms of his experience with facilities Perez says he was fortunate to live in Tuggeranong from a 

basketball point of view and play for the Tuggeranong Vikings and Southern Cross teams who had 

better access to a basketball facility in the Southern Cross Stadium (Tuggeranong Stadium).  

“Thankfully for me it’s been okay, but I feel for Grant Keys and the Dodgers,” said Perez. 

“I know people around Woden that have struggled with it all.” 

While Perez hasn’t encountered too many problems in the sport. He hasn’t escaped the dusty 

floorboards which can be present at any court late in the day. 

 

 

https://pickandroll.com.au/p/australia-leads-steady-growth-in-nbas-international-league-pass-once-more


What’s the solution to Basketball ACT’s facility problem? 

Basketball ACT have been banking on government funding and land they owned next to their 

stadium in Belconnen to add courts to the current facility. Unfortunately a lack of funding has meant 

that after 10 years and $600,000 in rates and maintenance, Basketball ACT has relinquished the idea 

of more indoor courts in Belconnen and have decided to sell the land. 

 

 

Government funding has come in support for the fairly recently founded 3v3 format of the game, 

which was an event at the Tokyo Olympics along with traditional basketball. The University of 

Canberra have a 3v3 facility built on the back of federal government funding. Basketball ACT also 

have four 3v3 courts (2 full courts) outside their indoor stadium in Belconnen. 

This is clearly an area of growth for the sport of basketball and the Weston Creek Woden Dodgers 

audit sees the need for more of these outdoor 3v3 facilities in the South of Canberra. 

 

 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7457470/funding-shortage-forces-basketball-act-to-sell-belconnen-block/


While these 3v3 facilities will look good and hopefully be utilised by the community. A new indoor 

facility preferably in the Woden/Weston area is going to be imperative for Basketball ACT moving 

into the future.  

A facility capable of hosting competitive basketball is important for a sport gaining momentum. One 

with all the bells and whistles and the basketball essentials.  

A sport should never be in a position where they can’t accommodate new participants. For 

basketball’s sake, the next Patty Mills or Andrew Gaze can’t be lost to another sport.   

 

 


