
Student ID: U3213589
Assignment Name: Creative Response and Rationale

Creative Response Word Count: 1718
Rationale Word Count: 1047



Canberra High School
Grade 10 Social Studies Class A
Student Submission: Veronica Pereira Fine
Assignment: “Letters to another generation”

2/07/2052

Letter 1

To Whichever Ancestor is reading this now,  You will probably never see this (heaven does not exist). I
have to write it. It is an assignment. We are doing a unit at school where we write to a previous generation
in our family about life in 2052. I find the assignment odd. Why would someone who is dead want to
know what the world is like? You are buried or cemented somewhere. You are not even going to read it
anyway! Some of my classmates picked a long gone relative to write to but I don’t want that to. I am
going to just write to you generally. I don’t really want to do the assignment now. I would rather be
writing music in the music rooms for our showcase. I have the worst singers of the entire class. I am
going down like the planet!

I am Veronica for those who are not keeping up with the family. I am Olivia’s granddaughter - the weirdo
who ran around museums her entire life? She has a sister who is an actress and I think her father was an
accountant?

Well anyway I have to write to you so if you are bored, I suggest you give up now because I have to write
multiple installments and I do get distracted very quickly. See Miss Brown I was listening when you were
explaining instructions. She’s my teacher and the marker of this assignment. She teaches social studies
which is where we learn about the big wide world. History, Geography, Politics etc. This semester we are
learning about our role in the changing environment. I don’t see the point in telling us that we are the
reason the environment went downhill because we kinda know that already. It was drilled into us for years
by those government education programs. I am meant to be talking in these letters about the environment,
but I don’t have the mental energy to do that at the moment. Next time!

04/07/2052



Letter 2

Hi Ancestors!   If you are still reading you are obviously still interested.

So, you want to know about 2052 yeah?  I am writing this on the electric-powered tram so my thoughts
might be a bit jumbled.  Very busy today on the tram since they have removed the last of the old buses
from the line. They were the old diesel buses that had been converted to electric to save the government
money. Some things never change. Now all the transport is electric trams. I don’t know how it was like
when you went to school but I have to travel an hour sometimes more to get home. We live in the outer
suburbs of southern Canberra. Back when my grandmother was a kid it was called Tuggeranong. Well, the
population has shot up so much that we have old and new Tuggeranong. I am in New Tuggeranong.

Currently, the Coalition of Australian Representitves have not figured out a way to control or cap the
population in some areas. Other global coalitions and some places that still go by nation or government
have put in caps. We had a pandemic ten years ago that lowered the population a bit in every country. A
new strain of the Ebola Virus. I think actually it started around my grandparent’s time.

What else is new? Well not new to me but new to you..  I guess I should talk about the ‘Architectural
fixtures’ as we call them. So, all major cities and towns in Australia and in every country that can afford it
has a dome over them. They were the brainchild of Elon Musk II whose father was this rich guy who
made electric cars back when there weren't as many brands with the idea. Now they are everywhere. I
know the domes sound like something out of a vintage science fiction movie or book, but they are real.
On the outskirts of towns and cities are these big black boxes and codes shoot them up into the air. They
sit buzzing in the air protecting those of us on the earth from the heat from the Ozone Layer, chemicals
and disease in the air due to thousands of years of supporting human life. Clean oxygen comes in while
the bad stuff stays out. When birds get close the sensors open for them but the domes go pretty high.
Sorry, I am not (as you can see) a science nerd so I will talking in slang simple English. I am not ashamed
so don’t push your grammar on me. Ideas matter more as my teachers say (as the coalition of education
have ordered them to). Just don’t tell my dad, Mr Academic Excellence 2.0. I don’t actually know a lot
about the domes. They were discovered and put up as an idea and all the countries that could afford them
twelve years ago put their hands up. There are some countries on the continents of Africa, South America
and Asia that didn’t have the money or only have them over particular cities. When I was young, there
was a publicly broadcasted lecture about how the environment was doing everything to destroy us. This
was the government at the time. Some ethnic and other identify groups broke off from the government at
this time. Their perspective still is that God intended this to happen and we should live with the
environment. They are the outside of the dome peoples. America who had so many inequality issues
before decided that the country was already divided enough so they established a different government
system. Different coalitions make up identity groups, cultures and workforces and they represent their
interests in Parliament. Australia, The United Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada and many
others thought this was the best alternative to the bickering that had occurred throughout democracies
around the world. There are still democratic voting in the coalitions for leaders but now the message is



that it is not one Prime Minister, King or President representing groups of people but one body
representing the interests of one group.

I am almost home. Mum should be home by now. She works at the National Institute of the Conservation
of Natural Species. Which is a place full of labs with the specimens of every plant and animal that was
taken twenty years ago. Species started to die due to hunting and natural disasters. The domes protect a lot
of the animal population from natural harmes and hunting is banned in the natural earth reserved  areas.
The buying and selling of animal products is capped at the moment as well. The Scientist representatives
in Parliament believe that this has huge health benefits globally. After the pandemics of the 2020’s,
scientists started forming advisory bodies like my mum is in to advise the government but now they have
government representatives. When they stand in parliament, sometimes you can only understand half
what they are saying because they use so many scientific words. The scientists in the United States of
America are being sued at the moment for the forced pregnancy of endangered species. There is an
argument that everything should happen naturally. The tram is on our street now. I will write my final
letter another day. See yah!

09/07/2052

Letter 3



To an extended (non living) family, I thought I would do the final letter differently.

You now know about me and you know about my world so I thought I would recount an excursion we had
yesterday since it was a social studies environment exercise. So after decades of inner parliamentary
scandals, the idea was put forward about more accountability and interactions with the public. Not just
your over the phone surveys that everyone hangs up on. The new coalitions established forum days like I
guess in Ancient Rome. Our forums are held in conference centers with outdoor courtyards and are
extended to outside institutions.  I have  attended a few. The coalitions love schools to be involved and
office workers get paid. Academics, scientists, arts people, authors, musicians and coalition members are
some of the main areas that do it.

Yesterday was a sustainability innovation day. Our class attended along with the other grade 10 students
and some of the interested seniors who are specializing. The first talk was by one of the corporations who
create the domes talking about the history and the future. They knew we were there and made references
to their extensive Internships and casual jobs.  The second piece was a contemporary dance piece and
another was a short documentary about glacier tracking. I noticed throughout that there is a theme around
innovation and how once these ideas came from a student’s mind so you can too!

I have begun to listen more closely in class and to the news about the lawsuits and protests because I now
think they have a point. Yes, what a surprise I am contributing to academic discussion. They preach we
should let nature go and let it be natural without domes or protected areas. But how can that happen? We
did that pre the Industrial Revolution. Fields, wildlife. Then humans discovered the joys of capitalism, big
cities, large families and factories. We started to destroy the environment to make room for us.  By the
time we go into the late 20th century and we realize the damage we had already completely changed the
world for the worse. We had tamed and been stationed off the environment around our lives. I don’t think
we can go back. Sorry it just got negative but maybe this is space for innovation. Who knows what
wonderful creations will be completed next to us live amongst and with the environment. You cannot
keep on looking back bitterly and regretting things that were done by previous generations. I remember at
the forum they emphasized what we can do to solve problems as individuals. Maybe a classmate of mine
is going to create the next big positive innovation.  This assignment has been better than what I have
thought. Thanks Ancestors. I might see you one day (who knows?).

Rationale

In the following rationale, I will be discussing the inspirations, connections and processes behind my
creative response to the unit. The rationale will have emphasis on the format and content of the creative
response and the inspirations from the unit that connect to what has been discussed.



I originally wanted to do diary entries. I became bored of the idea because I have used diary entries before
for creative responses. In the tutorial, I had realized that someone else was doing diaries as well. I had the
idea during the tutorial about using multiple letters as my chosen medium. I thought that it would still
allow me to be reflective, personal and humorous while in a written narrative form. I am more confident
in written form than I would say in video or artistic areas. I wondered who my yet to be decided character
should write to and I decided she should write generally to all her ancestors. This led me to decide she
would be related to me. I found I could add more personal humorous comments if I knew I was fictionally
related to her, including a reference to grandmother Olivia who spent her life in museums. I felt the
connection added depth to the creative and it gave her an identity I could contribute to authentically. I
decided on an opinionated and talkative teenager named Veronica because I thought it would be more
interesting and reflective if she was making sarcastic remarks about current events through an assessment.
I thought that it should be an assignment task for her as I was writing. I thought it sounded like an
assignment I would have had in high school. I went to secondary school not very long ago, so I knew I
could make authentic comments having spent time around teenage students. I think I imprinted on her.
She is positive about what is happening as the task requires but just like me she is not afraid to make fun
of something when it goes badly. Many settings in dystopian utopian books have been reused and reused.
For my assignment, I took the dome idea and expanded it to individual cities with the concept that Elon
Musk’s child had invented it, that poorer countries could not afford it and that birds could fly through it. I
decided to write three letters. The first purpose was to satisfy the assignment length requirement and I
additionally believed that the three letter format method would work. For the format of the creative
response, I used the first letter as an introduction to the main character who is also the author. I thought
this allowed the audience to get to know the character before I introduced the world in letter two. Letter
two was used to explain what was currently happening in 2052 and a little about what had happened. The
final letter was created to emphasize how this new world involves the public in decisions more than our
world and how important innovation is to 2052. Additionally, I wanted to emphasize that the environment
and the surrounding world might change but human values and characteristics do not. Therefore, I added
slang and casual words with rude observations. When letter one is read on its own, I think it could read
like it is based in 2022 because I don’t give many clues to the surrounding world. It is only in letter two
do I expose the audience to the new world. I also wanted to add aspects and comments on matters I do not
believe would have changed by 2052 like having to do assignments, controlling the environment and
politicians only telling aspects of the truth.

In Week Two of the unit, we discussed the topic, ‘Hope and Grief in the Anthropocene.’ I chose one of
the earliest topics because this topic interested me the most and I felt like I could write something about it.
In the lecture, there was a quote which reminded me later of my work. I remember reading the quote
originally. Aldo Leopold in Sand County Almanac (Restoration Ecology 2022) wrote that;

One of the penalties of an ecological education is that one lives alone in a world of wounds.
Much of the damage inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen.  An ecologist must either
harden his shell and make believe that the consequences of science or none of his business, or he
must be the doctor who sees the marks of death in a community that believes itself well and does
not want to be told otherwise.



I was reminded of my work because in Veronica’s world they experienced severe climate change and
disease. Instead of doing everything to reverse the changes, they implemented ways so they could still
live in that world. For example, the use of the domes to protect citizens against disease and harsh sun
rays. Like in Leopold’s work they are temporally covering up the problems with innovation. I argue that
in Veronica’s world this serves as a cover and a distraction. The world is in denial of what they have done
and the innovations are used to desensitize. In
The Climate Crisis Is Worse Than You Can Imagine. Here’s What Happens If You Try, Elizabeth Weil
(2021) discusses people in her article that become obsessed with climate change and end up changing
their lives with changes. The people stopped using the dryer and they no longer went to the toilet in the
toilet (2021). Just like in my stories, they have used innovation to change their life. I argue that I have
demonstrated the same hope and positivity in my piece. I think people connect hope with peaceful and
humorous scenes but I think a spark of imagination or ideas that leads you down a more positive path is
hope. It is the start of the path. At times in my creative it is not very optimistic but my way of seeing the
world is to focus on the problem for a short amount of time and then spend longer on coming up with
solutions. Sometimes I get annoyed with people who have a problem but are not doing anything about it.
In my created world, the characters are living amongst innovation that gives them hope.
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