
Culture and Religions-The Analysis Basic On the Movie “Water”

Introduction

Cultures and religions is the one of most important features in the human civilization along

with its development. According to Croucher, Zheng, Rahmani and Sommier (2017), cultures and

religions tend to develop simultaneously and at the same level. As a result of the interaction

between the cultures and religions, they also constitute a necessary element in human society.

There exists a close relationship between the culture and religion, when the human civilization has

achieved a higher status. According to Horner (1990), tradition is a process that transfers the

ideology, knowledge and customs, which caused that culture could not be separated with the

religion such as the value, language, social norms and custom in human society. Based on the fact

that different countries around the world have different cultures and religions, the tolerance and

acceptably of the norms and behaviour would also differ in different parts of the world. When it

had arrived the twentieth century, with the concept of globalization known around the world, it

also challenged the different cultures in different countries and incurred the cultural conflict

against the foreign cultures. With the domestic religions and values mutually impacting on each

other, it had induced the huge impact in some countries even in the national system and regulation.

The movie "Water" directed by Deepa Metha in 2005 is a great example that shows the life of

widows influenced by culture and religion, in which the protagonist accepted Gandhi’s ideology

and struggled against with the culture and traditions in the begging of nineteen centuries. The

paper is mainly based on the story of movie "Water" (Metha, 2005). In addition, it would also

explore how culture and religion oppress on the female in the Indian society depending on their

social norms and values.

Child Marriage in India

The movie "Water" (Metha, 2005) mainly describes a story about a young widow who was

only eight years in age, and her name is Chuyia. In the begging of the movie, it had drawn on the

scene that when Chuyia was still a normal girl, which had created a sharp contrast with her later

experience. After a scene that a middle-aged male died of illness, Chuyi’s father had told her that

her husband passed away and Chuyia had to become a widow forever in the Ashram. The

background of the film was set in the early 20th century, when the child marriage was still legal



according to the Indian law and an independent movement in India was stirring. In the other part

of the world, the child marriage might not be accepted because of the negative effect to the

children. However, because of the religion and culture, the child marriage has also become

customary for a great number of people in India for a long time even until modern society. Due to

the longevity of influence of culture and religions, the child marriage was been generically

accepted by the public. There were still a great amount of children in India facing the child

marriage, especially depending on the culture background in India. According to Salvi (2009),

even the Indian government had limited the minimum age of marriage for the female, there were

still over forty percent of child marriage out of the total amount of marriage in India, because of

the inveterate traditional concept that child should get married when they had reached a particular

age. As a religious country, the social norms and custom of India had been greatly influenced by

the religions. According to the movie "Water" (Metha, 2005), the text of Manu, as was specially

mentioned, is a text of the laws and norms under the Hinduism, which is also the key element that

shaped the castes system in India. The child marriage has a close relationship with the attitude to

female and the family status in Hinduism, in particular the idea of rights that husband own their

wife mentally and physically. As Anagol (2020) observed, in Hinduism, the sexual rights to

female were maintained by the religions. Back in 15th century, the child marriage underwent the

normalization, because of the significant virgin complex in Hinduism, people in India believed

that the earlier a woman gets married, the easier the female sexual desire can be controlled to

maintain "clean" before they get married. It is precisely because of the tradition that led the

significant point of legalization of child marriage in the past year in India. However, according to

Spencer-Oatey (2003), the insiders of every culture had their explanation to their culture because

of the indeterminacy of the dentition of culture and religious. Owing to the cultural difference, it

had shocked many audiences around the world, giving rise to the cultural transfer failure.

Female status

The female was always despised in the Indian history and culture and even in religion. In the

movie "Water" (Metha, 2005), the female’s status in culture and religion was well presented by

drawing on the life of widows in Ashram. As described in the film, the widow was not allowed to

keep a longer hair, have to dressing in white to be distinguished from the public. More importantly,



they may also face the threat of prostitution. Because of the loss of right and status at the bottom

of the society, Kalyani was finally killed by the culture and religions for the female as a widow.

The equal right of female was still a significant issue that needs to be solved. In the context of the

Indian culture and religion, female is still in a disadvantage place. In the Indian culture and

religion, the patriarchy was treated with advocacy and maintenance, as was reflected in the movie

repeatedly. According to the movie "Water" (Metha, 2005), Chuyia was told that she belonged to

his husband in any aspect as a wife. There were normally three choices for the wife to make when

she was faced with the death of husband, to die his husband, to marry to her husband’s brother or

to become a widow living in the Ashram. In the film, "Water" (Metha, 2005) had also drawn on

the scenes of the widow not having the same rights as the normal people, they could neither eat

fried food and sweet nor look straight to the bride. Even worse, some people believed that get in

touch with widows could bring them bad luck. All of these situations have something to do with

the benefit of the paternity both in culture and religion. In India, the widows were commonly

considered as worthless in the society. As Ahmed-Glosh (2009) claimed, the masculinity had

played a significant role in the Indian culture and religion because it conventionally helped

maintain the predominance in the role of male. Especially in the Indian traditional families, the

concept of wife is a part of treasure of husband. It had been well represented in the idea that when

the female got married, it was also building up their identity as a part of their husband. A married

female was no longer deemed as a part from her own family, but would become a part of her

husband’s family, as mentioned in the law of Manu, and the female would be asked to completely

follow their husband. Ahmed-Glosh (2009) also pointed out that, in the Indian mythology, the

female was described to depend on the male perspective, especially their ability of child-birth was

highly regarded, and they were considered to have strong sexual appetite and disloyalty. Because

of these descriptions in religion, it had determined the status of female in India. As an accessory of

male, for some reason, a female losing her husband also have lost their identity and thus been

disdained in Indian society. The widow-related issues in India have remained a problem of

concern. As an outsider of the culture, it is significant to be a listener of a certain culture, in

addition to distinguishing the merits and demerits the culture. According to Blogonani (2012), the

change of culture is dependent upon the social system, ideology and how hegemony takes part in

the daily life of public. As a listener, it is significant to understand the history and ideology behind



the culture and religion, especially to understand that culture may also affect people’s life and

changing the culture had harms for huam’s rights.

Gandhi in India

According to "Water" (Metha, 2005), after the death of Kalyani, the idea of Gandhi was

mentioned in the movie, when a young guy named Narayan fell in love with Kalyani in a higher

social status in India, while Narayan was a scholar with the advanced western thoughts and

Gandhi’ ideas. In the movie, it is a cultural conflict with the local culture and religion. With the

trap of the Ashram, Chuyia was sent to prostitution, and the movie had manifested the importance

of Gandhi’ ideas. Especially in the final scenes of the film, when Chuyia was sent on the train, her

life could be able to embrace a new hope. In India, Gandhi and his ideas had taken a significant

role in shaping the modern society of India. Gandhi had mainly focused on challenging the India

society under the British colonization. However, he also fought for the female rights in India.

According to Judith (2018), Gandhi also made great contribution to fighting against the unequal

that the manliness and religions would bring negative effect to public, such as the female rights.

He had questioned the extreme paternity system that brought the violence and believed some of

the cultural customs were morally wrong. It is a significant idea in the early twentieth century,

when India was still the colony of Britain and Indians also lost their identity. However, Gandhi’s

views on female still put female in an unequal status. As Judith (2018) claimed, even Gandhi

raised the idea that widows could be remarry, and the lack of education among the female had

been strictly limited by the religions and culture, and Gandhi still put female in unequal position

for consolidate male’s status in society. In any case, it is undeniable that Gandhi existed as the

hope of a large number of widows in that era, even though he could not solve the unequal for

female at its root. Gandhi and his idea had marked one important step forward for reshaping the

Indian culture and religions, especially for the religions having negative influence on personal life

and causing the gender discrimination and huge unequality.

Conclusion

Overall, the movie "Water" (Metha, 2005) had depicted the situation of widows in the early

twentieth century, while mirroring a variety of social issues from many aspects. The culture and



religions is significant for human civilization. Nonetheless, when the culture and religions have

exerted negative influence to the individual or groups, they have become serious issues that people

need to reflect on. As an outsider of a culture, the most crucial step is to be a listener of the culture.

Meanwhile, it is also important to critically think of the cultural and religious issues.
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