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SALE’S Callum ‘Cal’ Wood, 17, was killed in a car  
crash on May 21, leaving a hole in the hearts 
of many and becoming a grim warning to all 
about road safety.

Cal’s father Paul Wood endured the impossible 
task of burying his second-born son on Friday, 
as brothers Riley, Owen and Henry said their 
final goodbyes.

Heartbroken by the sudden loss of their boy, 
Mr Wood and his partner Maree Cramp are 
pleading for drivers to slow down and drive to the 
conditions, especially on rural Gippsland roads.

Mr Wood described the majority of rural roads 
“in shocking disrepair”.

“It’s about the conditions; especially at night, 
conditions change all the time,” Mr Wood said.

“I don’t think enough is focused around safety 
with kids and cars.” 

“They get their licence and think they’re  
invincible,” Ms Cramp said.

“But no one is,” Mr Wood exclaimed. 
“They’re driving safe, they’re doing the right 

thing, but it’s foggy,” Ms Cramp continued. 
“They don’t slow down, and things happen.
“It can be anything, rain, fog, sun in your eyes. 
“You are not going to be uncool if you slow 

down five k’s (kilometres) cause your mate’s in 
the car, cause that is how you are going to get 
you and your mate home safely.”

Cal is one of 103 Victorians who have lost their 
lives on the state’s roads this year, with 63 in 
regional Victoria.

Victoria’s Transport Accident Commission  
currently records a 17 per cent increase in 
fatalities on rural roads, with 45 deaths in 2021. 

Data from RACV reveals regional road deaths 
represent around 62 per cent of Australia’s road 
fatalities, with the Latrobe-Gippsland region 
accumulating the second-highest rural road 
death toll in 2020, according to the Department 
of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional 
Development. 

On the night of Saturday, May 21, Cal was in the  
passenger seat of his mate’s car, travelling east 
along Heyfield-Dawson Road after the two had 
visited KFC in Traralgon.

At approximately 9pm, the vehicle left the road 
and collided with a tree. 

The driver remains in hospital with life-
threatening injuries.

Tragically Cal died at the scene. 
On the night of Cal’s accident, a thick fog 

blanketed the Gippsland region. 
Fog is a cloud that touches the ground, forming 

when water vapour condenses. 
Fog such as this reduces visibility, creating 

dangerous driving conditions. 
The lowered contrast caused by the fog distorts 

the perception of speed. 
It causes difficulties distinguishing between 

a stationary object and a moving one and often 
causes people to misjudge distance. 

The unusual weather condition significantly 
contributes to motor vehicle accidents across 
the country and highlights the importance of 
driving to the conditions. 

Mr Wood and his family are pleading for the 
Gippsland community to drive to the conditions 
and learn from Cal’s death that the result of 
not doing so may very well cost more than an 
insurance claim. 

The Wellington Shire road death toll is now 
three, with the death of a Bairnsdale man in his 
20s on January 3 and a Willung South man in 
his 40s on March 19. 

RACV estimates that 80 per cent of Victoria’s 
regional roads need upgrading, with the  
increasing number of deaths emphasising the 
poor conditions of rural Victorian roads. 

Victorian Police continue to investigate the 
accident on Heyfield-Dawson Road. 

The Gippsland Times approached Wellington 
Shire Council for comment regarding regional 
road conditions.

“Wellington Shire Council extends its  
sincerest condolences to Cal Wood’s family and 
friends during this very sad time,” a council  
spokesperson said.

“It would be inappropriate to make any public 
comment until the investigation is complete.”

Upon returning from visiting the crash site, 
Cal’s older brother Riley disclosed details of the 
Heyfield-Dawson Road to his father. 

“Even though it’s a bitumen road, it’s thin and 
single-laned,” Mr Wood said. 

“From what Riley told me, trees are hard up 
against the road, naturally as it’s in the bush. 
There are drop-offs on the side of the road, and 
there are massive bumps where the railroad 
crossings are.”

Just 12 weeks ago, not even 30km from the 
location of Cal’s crash, a 42-year-old Toongabbie 
man was driving along Glengarry West Road 
when he ran off the road and collided with a tree. 

The man died at the scene. 

Mr Wood is among the thousands of Victorians 
outraged by the conditions of rural roads. 

“Road maintenance is awful,” he said. 
“If it’s not a highway, every other road around 

this district is no good.
“I travel 15k’s for work every day on a road 

that’s as dangerous as buggery. The number of 
holes, the road’s shape, and the large trees right 
up against the road’s edge.

“If they do fix the holes, all they do is drive 
along and just throw a bit of bitumen in the hole.

“They don’t actually fix the road itself. So the 
roads are shocking; they really are.”

Shadow Minister for Roads Steph Ryan has 
criticised the dangerous neglect of roads under 
Labor, including the axing of crucial funds for 
councils to maintain local roads. 

In 2020 road asset maintenance funding was 
cut by 25 per cent, totalling a total cut of $191 
million. 

In late April, Ms Ryan told Gippsland  
media that the under investment in rural road 
maintenance has life-threatening consequences, 
which is blatantly apparent to anyone driving 
on the state’s roads. 

Earlier this year, following the Parliament 
of Victoria’s inquiry into the road toll, it was 
revealed that there is no legislative obligation 
for roads to be built or maintained to a certain 
standard to increase safety for road users. 

Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester 
strongly supports further investments into the 
local road network saying, “every loss of life and 
serious injury on our roads is a tragedy for the 
families and friends affected.”

“Across Gippsland our roads have deteriorated 
badly in recent months, and I don’t know if it’s 
because of the prolonged wet period or lack of 
maintenance funding.” 

Despite being unable to comment specifically 
on Cal Wood’s fatal crash, Mr Chester said, “all 
the road safety research supports a ‘safe system’ 
approach to reducing road trauma.” 

“That means safer roads, safer drivers, safer 
vehicles and safer speeds. Governments at all 
levels need to be working together to deliver 
better and safer roads because they can prevent 
more families suffering the consequences of road 
trauma,” Mr Chester said.

“It is heartbreaking to see young lives taken 
in car crashes and my thoughts are with the 
families involved.”

Not yet six months into 2022, the death toll 
on regional Victorian roads is 18 more than the 
total deaths in 2021; it is time for action. 

The conditions of rural Victorian roads are 

amongst the worst in the country, and without 
change, more fathers like Paul Wood will lose 
their sons. 

More men like Riley Wood will lose their 
younger brother.  

More boys like Owen and Henry Wood will 
lose their big brothers. 

“I don’t know what else I can do but try and 
change the road conditions and make these kids 
aware of being safe when driving,” Mr Wood  
said.

As a young adult, getting your licence opens 
the door to a whole new level of freedom that 
comes with an added responsibility. 

Mr Wood and Ms Cramp implore young  
people to avoid going for a drive for the sake 
of driving. 

“Kids at that age do want to drive; they want 
to be with their mates,” Mr Wood said. 

“I don’t know how many times I asked Callum 
to stay home, but social life is big at that age, 
and they gotta do it; we all did.” 

“But don’t just go driving for the sake of driving, 
especially late at night on those sorts of roads.” 

For Mr Wood and Ms Cramp, losing Cal 
has rendered indescribable pain, but they are 
overwhelmed by the amount of support the Sale 
and surrounding community have shown during 
this horrific time. 

Nothing will reverse the shattering of the Wood 
family’s hearts caused by Cal’s shock death. 

One of Cal’s many uncles, Jamie Dorning, said 
losing Cal is inconceivable.

“We only just started to move on after  
losing Cal’s mum Christie in 2019,” Mr Dorning 
said.

“Best friends isn’t nearly a strong enough way 
to describe Cal’s relationship with his mum. 

“The only thing I can see in all of this, the only 
thing to hold on to, is now they are together. 
Reunited again.”

While there is nothing in this world that can 
turn back the clock and change events to have 
Cal Wood walk through their front door, Mr 
Wood and Ms Cramp hope that the community 
and those in charge of the roads will implement 
change to stop tragedies like Cal’s accident from 
happening again. 

“It happens in every generation, the next lot 
of drivers will come through, and there will be 
one of the young ones who loses their life,” Ms 
Cramp said. 

“It happens all the time, but if we can slow that 
down so that the time Henry (Cal’s seven-month 
old brother) is driving, he is not losing a mate.”

As police continue investigating the  
circumstances surrounding the crash in Heyfield, 
they ask anyone who knows anything about the 
vehicle’s movements or occupants leading up to 
the collision to contact Heyfield Police on 5148 
2202 or Crime Stoppers Victoria on 1800 333 000. 

Brothers Riley, 19, and Owen, 14, have faced 
more tragedy than many could even begin to 
comprehend. 

Some of Cal’s family members have set up a 
Go Fund Me page in support of the two boys.

If you would like to contribute, you can do 
so by visiting https://www.gofundme.com/f/
lets-help-cal-woods-brothers.
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Family’s sorrow at a young life cut short

Cal and his baby brother Henry.  

 Photo: Contributed 

Owen, Cal and Riley Wood.  Photo: Contributed
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KAREN Collins has shared the 
story of her great-grandmother, 
Minnie Eason, after a decade-long 
investigation, that uncovered the 
historical brutality of the treatment 
of women and women’s health. She 
has finally given Minnie a voice after 
many years of silence, cruelty, and 
violence.

Karen first learnt of Minnie 
Eason’s profoundly sad and 
disturbing mental health records 
in 2011, setting her on a journey to 
uncover the truth, and to emphasise 
the wrongs of the past, giving 
acknowledgement to her great-
grandmother’s untold suffering and 
powerlessness after her husband 
discarded her into the chilling world 
of mental institutions.

Minnie was eventually laid to rest 
in an unmarked grave at Rosedale 
Cemetery after 11 long years of 
institutionalised incarceration. A life 
seemingly erased from existence.

In July 2022, after 11 years on 
a dark and challenging journey, 
Karen published her book, Into the 
Darkness: The Story of Minnie and 
William Eason, giving Minnie Eason 
the voice she so deserves.

“I felt a responsibility to reveal the 
intolerable suffering she must have 
endured as a result of the death of 
her child and an unhappy marriage,” 
Karen said.

“And significantly being an 
involuntary patient of three 
asylums for 11 years, in degrading, 
overcrowded conditions, vulnerable 
to violence and cruelty.”

Born on June 30, 1882, Minnie 
Eleanor Watts was the 13th of 
14 children to parents Eliza and 
William Alfred Watts, growing up 
on a farm, ‘Oakvale’, roughly four 
kilometres south of Rosedale.

The Watts children attended 
Rosedale State School, where Minnie 
received an academic award for third 
prize in her Grade 3 examination 
results.

While Minnie excelled in school 
and showcased physical, musical and 
performative talents, her childhood 
was not easy.

The youngest of the Watts 
children, Arthur Henry Watts, was 
born with down syndrome three 
years after Minnie on October 12, 
1885. Arthur grew up on the farm 
with limited vocabulary and was 
permanently admitted to Kew 
Asylum in 1910, at the age of 25.

Four years after Arthur was born, 
when Minnie was just five-years-old, 
her father William Watts died in 
Sale on January 27, 1888, aged 
57, from stones in the bladder, an 
ailment he suffered for many years.

Just two years after her father’s 
death, the fourth eldest Watts 
child, Ellen Watts, died suddenly 
on January 16, 1890, from severe 
hepatitis.

In August 1899, when Minnie 
was 17, 22-year-old William Lewis 

Eason arrived in Rosedale and was 
appointed the headteacher of the 
small rural schools, Holey Plain and 
Coolungoolum.

William Eason was active in 
the community and competed in 
Rosedale’s local football, cricket, golf, 
and Easter athletic competitions, 
captaining the Rosedale football 
team in 1901.

During this time, he began 
courting Minnie Watts, marrying the 
young woman on December 23, 1902.

The wedding of William and 
Minnie Eason was awarded an 
entire column on page three of 
the Rosedale Courier, providing a 
comprehensive account of the event. 
On November 23 1905, Minnie and 
William welcomed their first child, 
Karen’s grandfather, Arnold Lewis 
Eason.

Three years later, on February 
22, 1908, William and Minnie’s 
second child, Elma Moira, was born 
in Rosedale, and on April 10, 1911, 
their third child, Norma Alvina, 
was born at a private hospital in 

Traralgon.
Life for Minnie Eason took a 

terrible turn following a horrific 
accident on October 10, 1912, in 
which her 17-month-old child, 
Norma Alvina Eason, burnt to death 
in their Welshpool schoolhouse.

Karen describes the death of 
Norma Eason as a defining moment 
for Minnie, causing the unravelling 
of the Eason family and marking 
the beginning of a grieving mother’s 
torment.

At the time of Norma Eason’s 
death, there was a great divide 
between the Catholic and Protestant 
Churches. During her investigations 
into the profoundly sad events that 
shaped the life of Minnie Eason, 
Karen uncovered an added layer of 
guilt and distress for the bereaved 
mother following the death of her 
baby.

“Arnold (Eason, Minnie’s first 
child) told my father that a priest 
cruelly blamed Minnie for Norma’s 
death because she had married a 
Protestant,” Karen wrote.

“It is understandable and possible 
that the burden of Minnie feeling 
responsible for the death of Norma, 
not only through her temporary 
absence of supervision at the time 
but also for disobeying the Catholic 
Church, would have seriously 
affected her mental health.

“Minnie could well have believed 
that she was paying for her sins, 
firstly by her eldest child being 
seriously burned yet saved in a prior 
accident, and secondly by her toddler 
being horrifically burnt to death.”

One month after the death of her 
daughter Norma, Minnie’s mother, 
Eliza Watts, unexpectedly died of a 
brain hemorrhage in Rosedale, aged 
73.

According to the Victorian Mental 
Hospitals’ Record, Minnie Eason 
had her first ‘attack’ at 31-years-old, 
sometime between eight and 20 
months after Norma’s death, but 
symptoms and the duration were not 
recorded.

After Norma’s death, confirmation 
of Minnie’s mental health struggles 
was revealed in her younger brother, 
Arthur Watts’ mental health records 
from the Kew Hospital for the 
Insane. The Eason family moved to 
Koo Wee Rup in 1914 when William 
was appointed headteacher of the 
local.

Minnie and William’s youngest 
child, Gwenda Eason, was born at 
a hospital in Warragul on March 
3, 1916. After the birth of Gwen, 
William continued to volunteer 
for leadership positions on public 
committees, leaving his wife Minnie 
to cope alone with the children and 
household chores while still grieving 
over the loss of little Norma.

Minnie Eason’s Patient Clinical 
Notes, dated August 17, 1917, 
reveals that she suffered a second 
‘attack’ from April to August 1917. 
While the symptoms of this ‘attack’ 
are unknown, the patient records 
state that Minnie was diagnosed 
with Dementia Praecox, a term 
previously used to describe a 
psychotic disorder in which patients 
experienced hallucinations, bizarre 
delusions, passivity symptoms, 
insomnia and thought disorder.

In the months leading up to 
this ‘attack’, William volunteered 
for three more committees in the 
community, played tennis and was 
First Master of the Lang Lang 
Masonic Lodge.

Karen Collins continues to reveal 
the unrelenting challenges in Minnie 
Eason’s life, writing, ‘during the four 
months, Minnie suffered from this 
second ‘attack’, her brother, 31-year-
old Arthur, died of pneumonia on 
July 22, 1917, in the Kew Hospital 
for the Insane.

William Eason made a private 
request to have his 35-year-old wife, 
Minnie, committed to the Royal Park 
Receiving House in Parkville, based 
on his statement that Minnie kept 
accusing him of infidelity and that 
she was violent.

Doctors Sewell and Spiers 

supported William’s request, stating 
in their committal certificates, ‘the 
patient is suspicious and erratic in 
her behaviour’, ‘refuses reasonable 
attempts at treatment’, ‘says her 
husband goes as he pleases’ and 
‘suspects her husband has inter-
course with other women’. 

Karen’s research established that 
William had long absences from 
home with voluntary work, club 
memberships and sports, giving 
credibility to Minnie’s statement she 
believed her husband went wherever 
he pleased.

Minnie Eason was committed to 
the Royal Park Receiving House in 
Parkville at 2pm on August 17, 1917. 
On October 19, 1917, two months 
after being detained at the Receiving 
House, Minnie was declared insane 
by the Medical Superintendent, 
Dr Clarence Godfrey, and was 
transferred to the nearby Royal Park 
Hospital for the Insane.

“During Minnie’s 11 years of 
incarceration, her life had tragically 
become one of abandonment, 
insignificance, isolation and 
unimaginable suffering until the 
very end,” Karen Collins wrote.

“Without a friend or relative in 
her final hour, it was as though she 
never existed.”

“This disregard for her life 
and dignity continued with the 
mandatory autopsy on her body the 
day after she died, followed by her 
burial in an unmarked grave at the 
Rosedale Cemetery on January 8, 
1929.”

William Eason died in 1936 while 
headteacher of Koo Wee Rup State 
School. After his death, the Koo Wee 
Rup community erected two stone 
pillar memorial gates to mark the 
entrance of the local school, now the 
Koo Wee Rup Secondary College. 

William Eason had devoted an 
extraordinary amount of time 
to public committees, many in 
leadership roles, and assisted many 
of his students in earning scholar-
ships. Into The Darkness: The Story 
of Minnie and William Eason is a 
recount of Australia’s disturbing 
history, highlighting the horrendous 
treatment of women, the wild 
misconception of mental health and 
illness, and the fundamental lack of 
power women possessed.

On Saturday, July 2, Karen 
Collins, accompanied by descendants 
of Minnie Eason and friends who 
supported Karen throughout her 
journey, acknowledged the life of 
Minnie Elanor Eason by unveiling a 
headstone on her unmarked grave 
at the Rosedale Cemetery “to honour 
the memory of a life not forgotten”.

“Minnie is now coming out of the 
darkness and into the light as she 
begins her journey of significance 
after so long being insignificant,” 
Karen said.

Karen published Into The 
Darkness online in late July, and it 
is available to download for free at 
https://www.intothedarkness.com.
au/

Spotlight on woman’s tragic life

Decendents of Minnie Eason; her great-great-grandson Dan Collins, great-

grandson Stuart Eason, great-granddaughter Karen Collins, granddaughter 

Margaret Porter, and great-granddaughter Jill Eason at the unveiling of her 

headstone in Rosedale on July 2.
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Holey Plain’s history revealed
Zoe Askew

SUCCESS in Kangaroo Land - The Crooke Family 
of ‘the Holey Plain’ is the latest non-fiction novel 
from local author Ann Andrew to hit the shelves, 
recounting the history of the Crooke family and the 
origins of the Holey Plain Homestead.

Local history buff and established author Ann 
Andrew has added a sixth publication to her name 
with her most recent book - a historical non-fiction 
novel following the Crooke family’s establishment 
in Gippsland and the erection of the stunning Holey 
Plain Homestead, located southeast of Rosedale.

A structure well known by Mrs Andrew, having 
grown up as family friends with the Crookes, 
spending many afternoons playing hide and seek 
upstairs, exploring the many rooms and discovering 
hidden secrets of the homestead.

Mrs Andrew has spent her entire life in the 
Gippsland region, growing up in Fulham, attending 
school at St Anne’s, nowadays known as Gippsland 
Grammar, and working as a medical librarian at 
Sale Hospital before commencing her career as 
an author.

In 1991, Mrs Andrew published her first non-
fiction novel, Two Turrets and a Dome; a history 
of the Gippsland Base Hospital 1860s to 1980s, 
followed by Life at St Annes, Gippsland Grammar 
School and STAGGS in 1995 and Bairnsdale’s 
Home and Hospital in 1998.

Prior to Success in Kangaroo Land, Mrs Andrew 
also published 50 years of history; Seaspray Surf 
Life Saving Club 1955 to 2005 and The Hico Story; 
Dairy herd improvement in Gippsland and Colac.

“I just like local history, and once you get into it, it 
becomes really quite a passion,” Mrs Andrew said.

“This story [Success in Kangaroo Land], the 
significance is the family has records going back 
to when they first took the property on in 1837.

“There are not many properties now still held 
by the original family that have got the original 
records, which is where I have got the information 
from, and it tells a wonderful story of early pastoral 
developments, squatters and early settlements.”

Each page of Success in Kangaroo Land leads 
readers through a fascinating story about the 
Crooke family and the early settlement of the 
Gippsland region, with exquisite original photo-
graphs, maps and records birthing a spectacular 
vitality between the book’s ends.

“Josh from Sign Torque did the graphic design 
which makes it; it has come up beautifully,” Mrs 
Andrew said.

“To have these maps that people can identify with 
has been wonderful; access to all the letters, photos 
and records, has just been beautiful.

“It has been a great passion, and I have thor-
oughly enjoyed doing it.”

The publication of Success in Kangaroo Land 
has been three, almost four years in the making, 
hundreds upon hundreds of hours of researching, 
thinking and writing.

Peter Synan, a Sale-based historian and 
Gippsland history author, recognised Mrs Andrew’s 
hard work and dedication with an attractive quote 
in the book’s preface.

‘For the casual reader, Ann’s book is wholly 
enjoyable. For the scholar of land history, it’s a 
breakthrough work allowing a much fuller under-
standing of the nature of and place of squattocracy 
in Australian history,’ it read. 

“It has been the best; my heart is really in this 
one,” Mrs Andrew said.

“We had a launch on Saturday (October 1) just 
for the family at the Criterion, and because my 
family know their family, all my siblings came and 
caught up with them; it was fabulous.”

The official public launch of Success in Kangaroo 
Land will be at the Sale Library on November 
9, beginning at 7pm; bookings can be made via 
Eventbrite or directly through the Sale Library.

Success in Kangaroo Land - The Crooke Family 
of ‘the Holey Plain’ is available now at Collins 
Booksellers Sale in-store and online.

Local author Ann Andrew has written a detailed history of Holey Plain Homestead, located just 

out of Rosedale.  Photo: Zoe Askew

Holey Plain Homestead.  Photo: Contributed
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WHEN Zac Kemp woke up for school 
on Tuesday, August 16, he believed 
it was going to be just like any other 
day.

Within just a few hours, he was 
rescuing an elderly couple from their 
smoking car.

Liz and Eric Tabuteau were 
travelling along Macalister Street 
in Sale around 9am last Tuesday, 
when smoke began to exude from the 
bonnet of their grey Mercedes-Benz. 

As the driver pulled over in front of 
Sale Health and Fitness, 18-year-old 
Zachary Kemp noticed the smoking 
vehicle. 

“I got dropped off by mum and was 
walking to my class in the library 
when I noticed this smoking car pull 
over,” Zac said. 

“The driver opened the door, and the 
bloke had no legs, he had prosthetics, 
and that’s when I ran over.” 

Zac and his friend Sharni Fehst, 
another Sale College student, sprinted 
across Macallister Street toward the 
smoking Benz. 

“As we got there, I told Sharni to call 
the fire brigade,” Zac said.

“Then I, not pulled the driver out, 
but helped him out of the car.

“I ran to the other side of the car 
and helped the lady and her dog out 
and away from the car.”

As Zac stood with Liz and Eric 
Tabuteau, ensuring the couple were 
okay, a concerned citizen pulled over 
and approached the scene, and that 
is when the Year 12 student noticed 
heat bubbles forming on the car’s 
bonnet through the black smoke 
spewing from the vehicle. 

Zac and the concerned citizen 
wrestled the bonnet open. 

“It was a struggle; it was really hot!” 
Zac said. 

“But we got it open.”
In three, two, one: flames engulfed 

the car. 
“We didn’t know what happened,” 

Zac exclaimed. 
“It just went up in flames.
“As the man who helped me open 

the bonnet was trying to put out the 
fire with these little extinguishers, I 
went over to the lady (Liz Tabuteau) 
to see if she was okay and ask if she 
needed any more help, and she said 
she left her bag on the front seat.”

Zac Kemp pulled the sleeve of 
his school jumper over his hands, 

disappearing into the smoke and 
flames. 

“I opened the door, but I couldn’t 
really see anything,” Zac said.

“So it took me a second to find it.
“I was kind of scared the car was 

going to blow up, but I just really 
wanted to get the lady’s bag for her.”

After successfully retrieving Mrs 
Tabuteau’s bag from the passenger 
seat of the burning car, Zac returned 
to school.

“My uncle, who works around the 
corner, had come over and, before I 
went back to school, told me to call 
my mum because of the poison in the 
smoke,” Zac said. 

The young hero finally made it to 
school feeling worse for wear. 

“I felt really sick,” he said. 
Abby Kemp raced to Sale College 

following a call from her son and the 
school, a mother in two minds; worry 
and pride. 

“Our boy put his own safety behind 
that of an older couple who were in 
quite the pickle and helped them to 

safety,” she said.
“I was so worried, but I love and am 

so proud of Zac’s kind heart. Very 
proud parents here.” 

Zac was admitted to Sale 
Hospital, where he was put 
on oxygen and underwent 
thorough blood tests.

“I was there for a while, 
and they put me on oxygen,” 
he explained.

“And I got a lot of needles. 
“But I am okay!
“I did stink really 

bad though, from 
all the gas and 
stuff,

“My school 
jumper was 
completely 
white from the 
chemical ash; 
it was like 
dust.

“I was 
wearing these 
red and black 

shoes, and they were completely 
white; it was all over my pants. 

“It was all over everything, and I 
just stunk so bad.”

After some medical assistance and 
TLC from mum, Zac was able to go 
home following an eventful Tuesday 
morning, which could have easily had 
a very different, very dire outcome. 

“I was shaken up afterwards 
because I realised I could have died,” 
Zac said. 

“I think I put my life at risk the 
most getting the lady’s bag, but I just 
wanted to help. 

“I really didn’t want to be late to 
school, so once I had done what I 
needed to do, I walked up to the man 
(Eric Tabuteau) and said, ‘I am so 
sorry about your car mate, is there 
anything else I can do?’

“He reached out, grabbed me by my 
hand, put his other hand over the top 
of my hand and squeezed it.

“Then he said thank you so much, 
and I told him it was alright, that I 
was just doing what I thought was 

right.
“I didn’t want any reward or 

praise or anything like that; I 
didn’t do it for the attention; 
I really wanted to help them, 
and their thanks you was more 
than enough for me.
“I was more scared of mum 
finding out I was late for school 

then I was of the burning 
car.”
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Zac praised for brave, heroic act

Sale College student Zac Kemp was 

very lucky to escape from Tuesday’s 

car fire without external injury, but 

the young hero was feeling worse 

for wear from extensive smoke 

inhalation. Photo: Contributed

Year 12 Sale College student Zac Kemp put his own safety at risk to help an 

elderly couple escape their smoking car, moments before it caught on fire. 

Photo: Stefan Bradley

Zac Kemp 

showed fearless-

ness throughout 

the ordeal.  

Photo: 

Zoe Askew

“I was so worried, but I love and am 
so proud of Zac’s kind heart. Very 
proud parents here.” 

Zac was admitted to Sale 
Hospital, where he was put 
on oxygen and underwent 
thorough blood tests.

“I was there for a while, 
and they put me on oxygen,” 
he explained.

“And I got a lot of needles. 
“But I am okay!
“I did stink really 

bad though, from 
all the gas and 

“My school 

white from the 
chemical ash; 

wearing these 
red and black 

was just doing what I thought was 
right.

“I didn’t want any reward or 
praise or anything like that; I 
didn’t do it for the attention; 
I really wanted to help them, 
and their thanks you was more 
than enough for me.
“I was more scared of mum 
finding out I was late for school 

then I was of the burning 
car.”

Zac Kemp 

showed fearless-

ness throughout 

the ordeal.  

Photo: 

Zoe Askew
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The best players from East Gippsland region took part.

Page 18 – Times-Spectator, Friday, 14 October, 2022

SALE GOLF CLUB 

Wednesday, October 12 - Men’s Par.
A Grade: D Fraser +4, runner up: P Hulland +4. DTL: 
M Jones +2, C Purry +2, S Williams +2, R Smalley +1, 
T McAdam +1. B Rendu +1, R Humphrey +1, P Kalms 
+1. NTP: 6th R Donaldson, 11th P Hulland, 14th B 
Croaker. 

Wednesday, October 12 - Women’s Par.
Division 1: L Foreman +3, runner-up: K Bedggood 
0. DTL: M White -4. NTP: 6th S McDonald, 11th J 
Simmons, 14th L Foreman. 9 Hole Stableford: H Gault 
-3. Saturday winner: T Potter 25pts, 

SALE BRIDGE CLUB 

Monday, October 3.
NS: D&V Braham, 1; A DeWitt, T Mc Nally 2; H Gault, D 
Baldwin 3.
EW: R Chand, F Sunderman 1; C Van Lier, D Hudson 2; 
B Tierney, L Nedelko 3.

Wednesday, October 5.
H&R Gault 1; P Lonie, K Tierney 2; A De Witt, C 
Jenkins 3.

Thursday October 6.
M&R Ziffer 1; D D’Arcy, D Bennett, 2; R Gault K, O 
‘Donnell 3.

Scoreboard 

SALE Bowls Club recently held their 
annual Gala Day on Thursday, October 6, 
with 56 players attending from clubs in 
the surrounding area, including Stratford, 
Maffra, Loch Sport, West Sale and Yinnar. 
Rain threatened to see the day aban-
doned, but two games were able to go 
ahead. 
Winners of the day included Keith 
Pritchard, Doris Allen, Chris Thomas, 
and Leo Van Berkyl (pictured) who were 
presented with their awards by Sale 
Bowls Club president Stephen Chalmer.  
 Photo: Contributed

Sale flies 
East Gippy 
flag at titles
EAST Gippsland played the Netball Victoria 
State Titles 2022 on October 1 and 2 at the 
State Netball Hockey Centre in Melbourne.

It was the first time in a number of years that 
all 19 regions of Victoria competed.

The chosen local squad pulled the best talent 
of East Gippsland to play especially at these 
championships.

Many local players from Sale and surrounding 
areas took part. 

East Gippsland team captains Lucy Best and 
Caitlyn Reid, both of Sale, were chosen to be the 
flag bearers at the opening ceremony.

Lucy Best and Caitlyn Reid flying the flag for East Gippsland at the Netball Victoria State Titles. 
Photos: Contributed

Zoe Askew

SALE United Football Club senior women’s coach 
Madelaine Breakspear has been named Community 
Female Coach of the Year. 

The Swans’ efforts to support female football are 
certainly working; Breakspear is the second coach 
from Sale United to win the coveted award, with 
this year’s senior men’s coach Anouk Meereboer, 
taking home the Community Female Coach of the 
Year in 2019. 

Breakspear was completely unaware her club had 
nominated her for the award until she received a 
call from Football Victoria on Tuesday October 4, 
telling her of the award.

“I got a phone call from one of the organisers at 
Football Victoria; we ended up playing phone tag 
for a little bit because sometimes I am useless at 
answering my phone, and I saw that I had a voice 
mail,” Breakspear said. 

“So I listened to it, and it said something like; ‘Oh 
hi, I’m Nick from Football Victoria, just letting you 
know that you’ve been nominated for this award 
and you’ve won’.

“I was like, ‘Oh, okay, cool!’
“Being in the coaching role your focus is all about 

the team; we have achieved so much together as 
a team this year, so it’s actually kind of nice to be 
recognised individually,” she said. 

“But we wouldn’t be able to get these sorts of 
individual awards without the team having so 
much success, and the club.

“The club has been so supportive of our senior 
women’s team, and making sure we’re looked after, 
because not a lot of women’s sports are on an equal 
par with the men’s yet.

“That is what I am so passionate about, making 
sure that the senior women’s team are the senior 
women and that we are looked after,” Breakspear 
said.

Sale United appointed Breakspear senior 
women’s coach in 2019, following her final year 
playing for Box Hill in the National Premier League 
Women’s competition. 

“What sort of made me get into coaching; I had 
just finished my last season playing for Box Hill in 
the NPLW in 2018 and found out I was pregnant,” 
Breakspear said.

Going from playing soccer every single day to 

the idea of not doing anything sent Breakspear 
‘mad’, and she quickly realised she could not live 
in a world without the sport. 

Breakspear approached Jon Piefke, SUFC’s 
president at the time, putting her hand up to 
coach the senior women’s team and, subsequently, 
unintentionally revealing her pregnancy. 

Despite successfully coaching the senior women 
for a full season in 2019, the 2022 season presented 
new challenges for Breakspear to tackle, returning 

to the field for the first time after two pregnancies.
“It’s been a really tricky balance, coming back 

after being pregnant and getting myself back and 
playing well and also getting the girls playing the 
way we want to play,” Breakspear said.

“Really instilling that brand of football, like let’s 
play this way, really getting them to think about 
tactically and structurally how to play, so not only 
just turning up and playing but actually learning 
how to play football.”

Having been named Football Victoria’s 
Community Female Coach of the Year, Breakspear 
is determined to further her leadership role at Sale 
United and as an inspiration for females in sport.

“I think it pushes me to do more,” she said.
“Pushing for the promotion of female football and 

women’s football being respected and equal; in all 
sport, not just football.

“Pushing for more opportunities for girls and girls 
knowing they can do these sorts of things, you can’t 
be what you can’t see, so making sure girls know 
they’ve got these sorts of opportunities and they 
can pursue them if they want to.

“Getting more girls involved with football, 
starting from grassroots in mini-roos and staying 
involved; staying involved is a big goal because girls 
drop off, the drop off rate of girls staying involved 
in a team sport is a lot higher compared to boys.”

Breakspear is setting herself high expectations 
for the 2023 Latrobe Valley Soccer League season 
and, with the support of SUFC, is confident she 
will make her goals realities.

“Sale United has such a good image in the com-
munity; the people that are involved in the club 
are really good people, genuinely the humans are 
amazing,” Breakspear said.

“Working with Anouk [Meereboer], the senior 
men’s coach, has been amazing for making that 
connection between the men’s teams and the 
women’s teams.

“We were having the men’s turn up and watch, 
and the girls would stay behind and watch, having 
these expectations that we stay and support each 
other, no matter what the gender, we support each 
other, so rather than just having a team culture, 
having a club culture.

“Our club is amazing, probably one of the leaders 
in the area, in our league, the way we respect and 
promote and coach women’s sport and ensure we 
are on equal par with the senior men.

“I think that it is something that if we keep being 
a good example of, it will happen more in other 
clubs and other sports in other areas.”

Breakspear was awarded with the honour at a 
ceremony in Melbourne alongside Sale United’s 
Cameron Irvine, who was named Football Victoria’s 
Male Volunteer of the Year.

Breakspear best in Victoria 

Sale United’s Cameron Irvine and and Madelaine Breakspear with their awards from Football 
Victoria. Breakspear was named Community Female Coach of the Year. Photograph: Contributed
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Major equipment 
boost for hospital 

Zoe Askew

SALE Hospital’s special care nursery now has a 
Resuscitaire, a device to help care for ill babies, thanks 
to the Newborn Intensive Care Foundation (NICF).

Sale man Peter Cursley founded the NICF, which 
donated the latest piece of equipment.

“You have a very sick baby, a very sick baby,” is all 
Mr Cursley remembers hearing as a nurse at Canberra 
Hospital tried to resuscitate his newborn daughter, 
Hannah, in 1993.

His partner Susan had reached full-term pregnancy 
and was nearing delivery when fate intervened.

“We were waiting for the moment to go off to the 
hospital; Susan went and had a shower,” Mr Cursley 
said.

“She collapsed, I heard her scream, I raced her down 
to the hospital, and Hannah, our little daughter, was 
born blue,” he said.

Staff at Canberra Hospital revived little Hannah, 
but she wouldn’t live more than 24 hours.

“She died in our arms at one o’clock in the morning,” 
Mr Cursley said.

Hannah Cursley was born November 18, 1993, and 
died November 19, 1993.

She was cradled in her mother and father’s warm, 
loving arms at that time, coming up to 30 years.

Peter and Susan Cursley endured excruciating 
heartbreak, but through the pain, the loss and the 
grief, they deeply appreciated support from medical 
staff at Canberra Hospital.

“In honour of the staff and in honour of Hannah, 
we decided to start a foundation (NICF),” Mr Cursley 
explained.

“There are three things we do: funding high-tech 
medical equipment, nurse education and funding of 
research.”

Before setting any plans for NICF in motion, Peter 
and Susan and their firstborn daughter Megan took 
a family trip to Bali, Indonesia, in an effort to move 
forward with their lives.

Returning home from their holiday, just months after 
the death of Hannah, Susan was diagnosed with an 
aggressive brain tumour.

In August 1995, at the age of 26, Susan died, leaving 
behind a grieving widow and four-year-old daughter.

Following Susan’s death, Peter devoted himself to 
NICF, fulfilling a promise he made with his wife during 
anguished moments in November 1993.

In 1995, former ACT Chief Minister Kate Carnell 
officially launched the Newborn Intensive Care 

Foundation, which has since raised millions of dol-
lars to help critically-ill newborn babies lead healthy, 
normal lives.

Since moving to Sale in July 2019, Peter has raised 
more than $70,000 for the Sale Hospital through NICF, 
which has provided the special care nursery lactation 
aids for nursing mums, cot nests, leather electric nurs-
ing chairs and a special phototherapy blanket to treat 
babies with jaundice, known as a Biliblanket.

“Things like the Biliblanket are great for the region”, 
Mr Cursley said, “normally, they’re treated with big 
lights; the Biliblanket treats the baby the same, but 
while it’s being treated, the mum can nurse it.

“The other benefit with the Biliblanket is they can 
go in ambulances, so they are great for places like Sale 
Hospital where they might be going to Maffra to pick 
up a baby, or wherever else.”.

A Resuscitaire combines a warming therapy platform 
with components needed for clinical emergencies and 
resuscitation.

“It’s like a humidicrib with resuscitation equipment 
on it, so if a baby is born not breathing, then the equip-
ment is all there, ready to go,” Mr Cursley said.

Continued page 3

ON WITH THE SHOW
Maffra Agricultural Show 
committee members 
Dennis Proud, Michael 
Coggan, Tim Dwyer, 
Connie Dwyer, Cheryl 
Dowling and Jasmine 
Munro are raring to go for 
the Maffra Show.
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Hospital gets new crib 

THE Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is 
reminding everybody to enrol if they wish to vote 
in this year’s state election.

The deadline for enrolment is 8pm on Tuesday, 
November 8.

Voting in all elections is compulsory for all 
Australian citizens, who can be fined if they do 
not participate.

The VEC notes that some Victorians may be 
unaware that they have been “directly enrolled” 
to vote in the upcoming election.

Direct enrolment occurs when the VEC uses 
information provided by other government bod-
ies such as the Department of Transport or the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

to add people to the electoral roll.
Deputy Electoral Commissioner, Dana Fleming, 

said although the VEC writes to everyone it 
proposes to directly enrol, research indicated 
that people were often not aware they had been 
directly enrolled.

“The process is that we write to people and 
advise that unless they are not eligible and tell 
us within 21 days, we will automatically update 
their enrolment with the address details we have 
been provided,” Ms Fleming said.

“At the last state election, voter turnout for 
directly-enrolled voters was close to 78 per cent, 
compared to the overall voter turnout rate of 90 
per cent, accounting for a significant proportion 

of the drop in voter turnout at the 2018 election.”
The VEC will be using mobile numbers and 

email addresses to send VoterAlert messaging 
to directly-enrolled voters ahead of the election, 
reminding them to check their enrolment details.

“If you’ve recently moved home, you may not be 
aware that you’ve been directly enrolled to vote,” 
Ms Fleming said.

“As everyone on the electoral roll must vote, I 
certainly don’t want a situation where a person 
first realises that they should have voted when 
they receive our ‘please explain’ letter after the 
election,” Ms Fleming said.

Eligible voters can enrol or update their details 
by visiting www.vec.vic.gov.au/enrolment

‘Direct’ enrolment for compulsory democracy 

From Page 1 

The NCIF’s most recent contribution to Sale 
Hospital’s special care nursery is a Resuscitaire.

A Resuscitaire combines a warming therapy 
platform with components needed for clinical 
emergencies and resuscitation.

“It’s like a humidicrib with resuscitation equip-
ment on it, so if a baby is born not breathing, 
then the equipment is all there, ready to go,” Mr 
Cursley said.

This year’s NICF ‘Bake for Babies’ annual 
fundraiser, which received a generous donation 
from local baker Tamara Hall, contributed to the 
funds raised to buy the Resuscitaire.

Bake For Babies, which officially begins on June 1 
and concludes on August 31, has twice been hosted 
in Gippsland since launching in Canberra in 2017.

Mr Cursley said it was a simple concept.
“People can bake whatever they like – a cake, 

scones, brownies, cheesecakes, cupcakes, cookies, 
muffins, biscuits, a slice or maybe charge friends 
for a seat at a table of a baked dinner,” he said.

“We want people to have fun baking, maybe 
involving their kids, and then sell their baked 
creations at a price they think appropriate and 
donate the profits to the NICF,” he said.

Bake for Babies and the NICF are helping the 
community and have attracted praise from Central 
Gippsland Health women’s and children’s nurse 

unit manager, Kim Costin.
“The women’s and children’s unit staff joined 

the event, baking and selling goods to visitors and 
staff,” she said.

“Recent monies raised from Bake for Babies 
contributed to the purchase of a new neonatal 
Resuscitaire; the need for resuscitation of a 
newborn cannot always be anticipated.

“At every birth, the team must be prepared to 
resuscitate a newborn,” said Ms Costin, herself 
a nurse.

“The additional new Resuscitaire is situated in 
one of our birthing rooms.

“Staff will now have access to a Resuscitaire in 
all three birthing suites, our special care nursery, 
and the hospital’s operating rooms; the similarity 
of equipment across all these departments will 
support the provision of optimal care in those vital 
first minutes of life,” she said.

“Staff in the women’s and children’s unit are 
grateful for the hard work of Peter Cursley and 
the NICF for their generous support over the past 
few years,” Ms Costin said.

“Previous equipment provided through the NICF 
are all regularly used in caring for unwell babies 
and their families.”

The NICF has organised two new fundraisers 
- Bubbles for Babies and Balbals for Babies - to 
continue raising funds to help sick newborns in 
east and central Gippsland.

Information about the Newborn Intensive Care 
Foundation, Bake for Babies, Bubbles for Babies 
or Balbals for Babies can be found at the website: 
https://newborn.org.au/

Sale Hospital’s newest Resuscitaire, provided 

by Newborn Intensive Care Foundation. 

  Photos: ContributedPeter Cursley with a tray of freshly baked scones during the NICF’s Bake for Babies fundraiser.

Hannah Cursley, daughter of Peter Cursley, 

the founder of the Newborn Intensive Care 

Foundation, died just hours after being born.
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Zoe Askew

THE inside of the Gippsland Regional Sports 
Complex (GRSC) was unrecognisable on Saturday 
night, as the stadium was transformed into a 
world-class stage for Wildfighter Boxing Round 8. 

Within hours, Stratford’s Max Reeves would enter 
the ring in the battle of the undefeated, taking on 
Queensland opponent Leo Grant. As quickly as 
you could count to 100 seconds, Reeves secured 
another Super Middleweight professional boxing 
title, defeating Grant in a first-round TKO. 

A crowd of 1400 buzzed, and the GRSC’s metal 
walls vibrated in reciprocation. Bright, flashing 
lights illuminated the ring and oscillated into the 
spectator’s area. Bubbly drinks from the pop-up 
bars stickied the polyurethane floor, and the name 
Max Reeves circled the stadium like Chinese 
Whispers. 

Spectators took their seats for the night’s first 
fight in the sporting event of the year. Sale 
youngster Codie Hodges was the first to enter the 
ring, facing opponent Alex Manssour in his debut 
exhibition fight. 

Following the exhibition fights, the announcer 
called the name Lucy Avage. Screams and cheers 
echoed the stadium as the local Bairnsdale girl 
appeared behind a puff of smoke and worked her 
way towards the ring. 

In the middle of the ring, Avage stared into 

her opponent Kim Thorsen’s eyes as the referee 
reminded fighters of the rules. 

The match bell broke the silence that had cloaked 
the arena, and the crowd roared as Avage and 
Thorsen threw their best punches. 

After three rounds, the local fighter, trained by 
Paul ‘Turk’ Carroll, was crowned the winner by 
unanimous decision. 

The success for local fighters didn’t stop there. 
Brothers Jhon Cortejos and Peter Pirona, trained 

by former Heavyweight Champion Jeremy Joiner, 
concluded the night as victors, earning themselves 
professional titles.  

Cortejos defeated Daniel Harwood in four rounds 
by unanimous decision, earning himself his second 
professional featherweight title in just four weeks. 

Pirona made his professional boxing debut, facing 
his super middleweight opponent Leo Forchin.

By unanimous decision, Pirona defeated Forchin 
in a gruelling four rounds of boxing, leaving the 
ring with his first ever professional title. 

In other fights, Vita Pomale defeated Waikato 
Falefehi by a fourth-round TKO, Cesur Afacan 
defeated Sayan Sirimongkhon by a second-round 
TKO, and Bairnsdale’s Blake Wells pulled out 
due to injury. 

A deafening roar rumbled the ground at the 
GRSC as the man of the hour, undefeated Super 
Middleweight Champion, ranking third in Victoria 
and fifth in Australia, Stratford’s ‘Mad Max 

Reeves’, appeared, appropriately walking out to 
‘Homecoming’ by Kanye West. 

As the local blonde bombshell walked toward the 
ring, followed by his entourage, including coaching 
legend Turk, screams grew even louder. 

A hush fell upon the crowd, leaving ears ringing 
as Max Reeves took his place in the centre of the 
ring, standing inches from his opponent, Leo Grant. 

Reeves’ eyes deadlocked on Grant, flooding the 
stadium with an electrifying, pulsating energy. 

The undefeated super middleweight pro boxers 
touched gloves, showing their respect to one another 
and returned to their corners for one last word of 
advice from their coach. 

Ding. 
It was on. 
Ding. 
It was done. 
Strong, agile and light on his toes, the former 

Junior Australian Boxing Champion ‘Mad Max’ 
Reeves was relentless as he laid shot after shot 
on his opponent. 

90 seconds in.
With a cracking right hook to his opponent’s jaw, 

Reeves sent Grant’s head flying backwards, and 
the Queenslander stood shakily on his feet.

The referee was quick to separate the fighters 
and have Grant assessed by the match doctor. 

The clock ticked away, 95 seconds... 96 seconds... 
97... 

A headshake from the doctor, the ring of a bell; in 
less than two minutes, Reeves kept his undefeated 
title, defeating Grant in a round one TKO, winning 
his fifth Super Middleweight Professional Boxing 
title from six bouts.

The crowd went ballistic. The lights shining upon 
the Wildfighter ring shook as excited feet stomped 
the ground. Men wrapped their arms excitedly 
around their mates shoulders, splashing beer upon 
their chests. 

Women held each other’s hands as they jumped 
up and down, releasing a high-pitched “whooooooo” 
as they flicked their hair back and forth. 

And Max.
Max Reeves smiled from ear-to-ear as he received 

an embrace from coach Carroll and, while it’s 
uncertain to say for sure, as the ring’s bright 
lights distorted objects ever so slightly, for a brief 
moment, you could have sworn you saw a wave 
of pure relief and emotion wash over Reeves with 
the glaze of a tear.

“I was pretty nervous all day Saturday,” Reeves 
said. 

“It was a long day to wait around to fight.
“As I was walking out, the nerves disappeared 

because the sound of the crowd, the noise they were 
making was pretty unreal.”

Mad Max Reeves is next scheduled to fight on 
September 14, 2022.

Liam Durkin 

WHAT were you doing in 2002?
That year in sport, Brazil won the World Cup, 

Mike Weir took out The Masters, and Steven 
Bradbury entered the Australian vernacular.

In local football, Moe also beat Sale at Sale Oval 
- and it is still the last time the Lions have done so.

The Magpies will be out to continue this remark-
able, and oddly bizarre, winning streak in Round 
15 of the Gippsland League.

Sale, in fourth position on the ladder, could leap-
frog Traralgon if the Maroons lose to Wonthaggi.

Moe on the other hand, simply needs to find a 
way to manufacture a win in order to keep its faint 
finals hopes alive.

The Lions have a very tough run home, and it is 
looking like it will take a minor miracle for them 
to make the post-season considering they take 
the undefeated Leongatha and second-placed 
Wonthaggi in the last two rounds.

Moe is currently on seven wins and just as many 
losses, meaning virtually every game from here is 
an elimination final.

The Magpies will have motivation of a different 
kind, with this match going a long way to determin-
ing who gets the double-chance.

If results go as expected in the next two rounds, 
Sale and Traralgon will be fighting it out for the 
double chance when they meet in Round 17.

Historically speaking, you need the double-chance 
to win the premiership, and Magpies’ coach Jack 
Johnstone will be well aware of its importance 

from a psychological and managerial viewpoint.
With a week off to follow tomorrow’s round, 

Johnstone may instruct his players to go helter-
skelter in the first-half, and if the game looks dead 
and buried at the main break, the opportunity will 
be there to put some key players on ice.

Sale was too big and too strong for Moe the 
last time around, and Magpie monsters such as 
Jack and Will Leslie will be eager to assert their 

dominance on the contest again. 

MAFFRA will sleep easier if it wins tomorrow. 
The Eagles make the trip to Morwell, in a match 

that for all intents and purposes, will more than 
likely determine who gets the last available spot 
in the finals. 

While it is not absolutely ‘season on the line’ for 
the sixth-placed Eagles, their chances of playing 

finals will decrease significantly if they lose this 
match.

Maffra is four points off Morwell, and has games 
against Leongatha, Warragul and Traralgon to 
finish the home-and-away.

The Warragul game is the only one you would 
label as a ‘should win’ for Maffra, meaning their 
clash tomorrow is very much an eight-point-game.

Looking at Morwell’s run home, the Tigers play 
Wonthaggi, Drouin and Sale. Like Maffra, you 
would only pencil Morwell in to win one of those 
games (against Drouin), so a Morwell victory 
against Maffra could be enough to see the Tiger 
Train run express to the finals.

The Eagles will take some confidence heading 
into the match, having defeated Morwell earlier 
in the season.

Maffra was only 13 points adrift of Wonthaggi at 
three quarter time last week, but, with no rotations 
in the last, saw the game slip away. 

With a week off to come, and with a number of 
players carrying niggles, it will be interesting to 
see if Maffra rolls the dice at selection.

Eagles’ defender James Huts may take Morwell 
sharpshooter Brandon McDonald, who has been in 
superb form, kicking 17 goals in the last four weeks.

IN other games, Leongatha should keep its 
unbeaten streak alive when it takes on Warragul, 
while Bairnsdale and Drouin will each entertain 
thoughts of a win.

Match-of-the-round will see Wonthaggi and 
Traralgon battle, with outright second the prize 
on offer.

Sale and Moe will clash tomorrow at Sale Oval.  Photo: Julie Sim

Magpies have weight of history on their side

Stratford boxer Max Reeves, with coach Paul ‘Turk’ 

Carroll and Wildfighter promoter Will Tomlinson after 

his comprehensive first round win at Wildfighter 

Round 8, held in Sale. 

1 .3 7  minutes of mayhem   
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Wildcats in overtime thriller lea
Zoe Askew

WOODSIDE met Rosedale on the Heyfield Football-
Netball Club courts on Saturday afternoon for the 
2022 North Gippsland Football-Netball League 
Grand Final.

The Australian flag flew at half mast in honour 
of Queen Elizabeth II. The Australian national 
anthem was sung, and it was time for the A Grade 
netball Grand Final to begin - a repeat of the last 
NGFNL A Grade decider of 2019.

Woodside and Rosedale supporters flocked in 
masses, forming a sea of blue behind the court’s 
fences with acclamations so vociferous they were 
heard on the far side of the football field. 

The Wildcats took the court, determined to claim 
victory, having not won a NGFNL netball Grand 
Final against the Blues since 2016. 

The Blues took the court, determined to claim 
their third consecutive flag. 

Let the game begin: NGFNL’s netball elites would 
be crowned in just 60 minutes. 

With each side as determined as the other, it’s no 
surprise teams hit the court running. 

The young centre from Woodside, Taylah Buckley, 
certainly proved herself as one of the Wildcats’ 
paramount players with her fantastic on-court 
movement. Buckley was a dominating presence 
from start to finish.

Woodside took a slight early lead, but Rosedale’s 
goal defence/goalkeeper, Bronwyn Tebb, exercised 
an unwavering tenacity in the shooting ring, shut-
ting down the Wildcats’ towering goal shooter and 
playing coach, Elizabeth Nicol. 

The Blues hit a rhythm, and the crowds began 
to sing as Rosedale’s goal shooter Meg Gordyn 
stamped her dominance in the shooting ring. 

Using her height to good use, Gordyn showcased 
her accuracy and strength, adding consecutive 
points to the board and closing the score. 

Rosedale’s wing attack, Demi Plunkett, provided 
grit and brains in the midcourt with her excellent 
court movement and wise ball distribution, feeding 
well into the Blues’ shooting ring.

The Wildcats’ goalkeeper Holly Johnston and goal 
defence Caitlin Ponton were work-horses in their 
third, generating substantial defensive pressure 
throughout the game. 

An electric first quarter was substantiated by 
the crowd’s anomalously rising volume, and as 
teams returned for the second, Rosedale was out 
to dethrone Woodside of their lead. 

Woodside wing attack Leah Stoffels made a fiery 
intercept in the opening minutes of the second. 

Enter Sarah Mayman. 
Seconds later, Rosedale’s playing-coach retaliated 

with a superb intercept, flying into Woodside’s pass 
out of nowhere before linking up with Plunkett, 
who fed the ball to Gordyn in the shooting ring. 

The Wildcats drew strength from the collabora-
tion between Ponton and Buckley; their speed and 
accuracy in the midcourt and their comprehension 
of each other’s play made one hell of a dangerous 
combination. 

Maybe it was an energy drink or just good old 
H2o and pure determination; whatever it was, it 

NORTH GIPPSLAND 

FOOTBALL-NETBALL LEAGUE 

A GRADE GRAND FINAL 

Woodside 56 d Rosedale 48 
Best on court: Caitlin Ponton (Woodside) 

Woodside supporters were deafeningly loud at Heyfield on Saturday in support of the Wildcats as the

Woodside goal attack Brittany Mustoe and Rosedale goalkeeper Bronwyn Tebb jump for the 

rebound.

Tebb and Mustoe in another tangle for the ball.

Rosedale’s Bronwyn Tebb sends the ball into 

the midcourt.

Woodside goal attack Brittany Mustoe during 

the Grand Final.



www.gippslandtimes.com.au 

 Times-Spectator, Tuesday, 13 September, 2022 – Page 31

ts in overtime thriller leads to flag
worked for Mayman, taking the second quarter by 
the scruff as if to say, ‘This is my fricking game’. 

Mayman was like a bull out of a gate, charging 
up and down the court almost single-handedly, 
regaining Rosedale’s control of the game. 

Her wisdom on the court was evident in every 
pass, which saw Rosedale’s midcourt feed ball after 
ball to Gordyn in the shooting ring, who played a 
ripper second quarter. 

Buckley, the Wildcats little energiser bunny, 
continued to be a dominating presence on the court. 

Scores were tied as teams entered the second 
quarter break. 

The pressure was rising on and off the court, 
expelling from the crowd an exciting nervousness, 
and among the players, aggression built. 

Fast forward to the end of the third, and Woodside 
had taken back their lead. Two points separated 
the Blues and the Wildcats as teams took their 
positions for the final quarter. 

The crowd was now so loud it was a distraction 
for those watching the football across the way. 

Signs waved; blue, white and silver streamers 
flailed as they were caught in the increasing wind, 
and the whistles sounded to let the final quarter 
begin. 

Heyfield FNC’s court was a battlefield, and this 
was war.

Bodies hit the ground, and elbows and shoulders 
found faces. To the unsuspecting eye, this game 
was no longer netball, and these were no longer 
netball players; rather, this was MMA, and these 
women were now fighters. 

Plunkett’s great feed into the shooting circle saw 
Rosedale be the first to score and consecutive goals 
from Gordyn and Rosedale’s goal attack Lorelle 
Lowe, evened the board. 

Mayman’s stellar performance continued, allow-
ing the Blues to penetrate into their attacking third. 

Buckley and Ponton persisted in wreaking havoc 
in Woodside’s defensive third and through the 
midcourt. 

Gordyn and Lowe were on point, literally, 
wielding an unfathomable accuracy in Rosedale’s 
shooting ring. 

Woodside’s goal attack Brittany Mustoe and 
Nicol showcased an incredible partnership; once 
these two had the ball, the Wildcats were almost 
guaranteed a goal. 

Rosedale broke away despite the relentless 
defensive pressure from Ponton and Johnston. 

Sixty seconds left; Rosedale 40, Woodside 39. 
It was Woodside’s centre pass. 
Buckley to Mustoe, Mustoe back to Buckley, to 

Mustoe again. Nicol was there, Rosedale’s goal 
defence, Emily McInnes holding tight. 

McInnes’ efforts to block Nicol were overturned; 
literally, Nicol’s sending McInnes to the ground. 

Less than 60 seconds left: Rosedale 40, Woodside 
40. 

It was Rosedale’s centre pass.
From the Blues centre, Carly Johnstone, to 

Plunkett, Plunkett to Mayman, Mayman feeding 
the ball to Gordyn. 

Obstruction Woodside goalkeeper, Gordyn misses. 
Lowe sets up for her shot, time is called. 
The 60 minutes were up, and the scores were tied; 

NGFNL’s elite was yet to be decided. 
Teams returned to their bench, hastily taping 

body parts and sipping much-needed water before 
returning to the court to play seven minutes each 
side in overtime.

Woodside was first to score. Woodside scored 
again and again and again. 

A belligerent Nicol put away eight consecutive 
goals for Woodside, exhausting Rosedale’s Tebb 
and McInness. No one was stopping Nicol. No one. 

Rosedale scrounged up a few goals, but as 
Woodside pulled away and despite endearments 
from Mayman, the Blues’ hearts fell heavy. 

After 74 exhausting minutes, Woodside claimed 
their victory, defeating Rosedale 56 to 48. 

The talent and efforts from both teams was 
exceptional, but it was Woodside’s Ponton who 
took home the best on court. 

Woodside playing coach Elizabeth Nicol said, “to 
win it in overtime is just an unreal feeling”.

“We had nothing but trust for each other; we said 
at the start of the overtime that we were just going 
to trust each other, and we just went out there 
and stuck to our process and played it moment 
by moment.”

“It was just amazing; we said every pass counts, 
every play counts, we can’t get up and then let it go, 
we had to play pass by pass, moment by moment, 
and the girls just executed it perfectly. 

“Today was just amazing, just beautiful.”

Woodside goalkeeper Holly Johnston in an emotional embrace following the Wildcats win in the 

Grand Final on Saturday.  Photos: Zoe Askews they took on Rosedale in the Grand Final.

Woodside goal defender Caitlin Ponton was voted best on court in the Grand Final.

Woodside’s pocket rocket Taylah Buckley



Zoe Askew

MISTY eyes transformed Bairnsdale Oval into 
a kaleidoscope of red and white as Stratford 
Football-Netball Club supporters inundated 
the field at the final siren in celebration of the 
Swans’ 14.9 (93) to 10.13 (73) triumph over Wy 
Yung in a transfixing East Gippsland Football-
Netball League Grand Final.

For many of us, Saturday, September 3 was 
just like any other day, another Saturday in a 
fleeting weekend, but for Stratford FNC senior 
football team, September 3 marked the final 
chance to prove the past few months of blood, 
sweat and tears were all for something.

Saturday was Stratford’s final chance to prove 
their worth as EGFNL’s best, to prove that they 
truly are strong and bold, as their theme song 
suggests. 

As the clock struck 2.15pm, the sun shone 
through the gaps in the clouds, illuminating the 
oval grass surface and caressing the thousands 
of faces who flocked in droves to witness the 
Grand Final, as if to say everyone is here, you 
may begin. 

The Tigers got the jump on the Swans in the 
first quarter, kicking 6.4 (40) to 5.1 (31).

It was a slow start to the second quarter 
in terms of scoring and, although Wy Yung’s 
defensive line saw more of the play than their 
forwards, the Tigers had scrounged up one point 
by the time the second quarter had reached its 
10th minute.

Let the scoring frenzy begin. 
Stratford-playing coach Jarryd Clohesy 

made a run down the wing, shut down by a 
tackle from Wy Yung’s Brodie Anderson, but 
prohibited contact, a ‘nice’ shove to the back, 
from Thomas Stephenson saw Clohesy awarded 
a free kick just outside the 50. 

A kick to Haydn Erfurth at full forward 
contested by Wy Yung’s Jobe Somerville and 
Mitchell Dewar saw the ball cleared, and a 
mark by Stratford wing Regan Tait to keep the 
Swans in their attacking half. 

Tait sent the ball forward to Timothy 
Hawkins.

Hawkins launched into the air, hands at the 
ready when Wy Yung’s Michael Young found 
the Swans’ shoulders with his own hands, 
awarding Stratford a free kick inside 50. 

Hawkins kicked a goal, closing the gap 6.5 (41) 
to 6.1 (37). 

The Tigers bit back; a quick point followed by 
a goal from a 50-metre penalty saw Wy Yung 
back in a nine-point lead 15 minutes in. 

In a snap moment, the Swans took flight as 
if to say, ‘not a chance Wy Yung. We want this; 
this game is ours’. 

And oh how they wanted it. 
A mark on the wing from Tait sent the ball 

to Hawkins on the 50-metre line. Hawkins 
rocketed the ball towards the goal, stunningly 
marked by Andrew Scott inches from the goal 
line. 

Wy Yung 7.6 (48), Stratford 7.1 (43).

Like Daddy Cool’s Eagle Rock at the local pub, 
the Swan’s chucked their play on repeat. 

This time it was Erfurth taking a mark on 
the goal line, kicking one of his four goals of the 
game. 

Eighteen minutes into the second quarter and 
the Swans had a one-point lead. 

Minutes later, the ball was back in the Swan’s 
forward 50, and Erfurth set up for a free kick 
just off the boundary line. 

And it was a little too much curve on that 
banana from Erfurth, the ball going in for a 
behind. 

In the final minute of the second quarter, 
Rodney O’Keefe added another goal for 
Stratford, putting the Swans at an 8.3 (51) to 7.6 
(48) lead over the Tigers as teams headed into 
the main break. 

As teams returned to the field, fierce energy 
pulsated from the army of spectators that had 
grown even larger. 

The Swans hit the ground running, scoring a 
goal within the first few minutes, but as quickly 
as Stratford extended their lead over Wy Yung, 
they lost it. 

Norman Betts and Brad Daniel kicked two 
goals for Wy Yung, seeing the Tigers regain the 
lead 16 minutes into the third. 

At 21 minutes, it looked as if the Swans had 
plateaued, and the Tigers remained in front by 
four. 

Twenty-three minutes and five seconds into 
the third quarter, a free kick to Stratford had 
Scott score his second goal of the match, putting 
Stratford back in the lead by one, 10.5 (65) to 
9.10 (64), as they entered the final break.

Jarryd Clohesy’s three-quarter time speech 
may have been a bit too colourful for young ears, 
but the passion from the Stratford coach as he 
addressed his team was enough to give anyone 
listening goosebumps. 

“We want this more than them. This is what 
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Stratford players Regan Tait and Rod O’Keefe 

celebrate their Grand Final victory. 

Stratford’s Brad White celebrates the Swan’s 

victory with a cuddle from his daughter.

Jesse Broadbent hugs his son minutes after 

the final siren.

Hayden Erfurth kicks one of his four goals.

Emmy Williams, Dave Churchill and Sierra Cook at Bairnsdale City Oval supporting Stratford in 

the Grand Final.

 Red and white, what 

GIPPSLAND TIMES TIPPING CGIPPSLAND TIMES TIPPING C
This year’s footy tipping was 
again a great success!

Thanks to all our tipsters and 
sponsors for their support. 

We look forward 

to an even better 

2023!

THIS ROUND

4

Jon & Ash 
receiving 
winner’s 
voucher from 
Tash Bedggood, 
gaming 
supervisor at 
Lakeside Club

Mates Dinner Package for 10MMMM1ST PRIZE

supervisor at 
Lakeside Club



you’ve worked so hard for over the past few 
months. I know the legs are (expletive) hurting 
but let’s show everyone who thought we couldn’t 
(expletive) do it that we can. This is our game,” 
Clohesy said. 

After a truly inspirational speech, it was no 
surprise when the Swans returned to the field 
for the final quarter stronger than ever. 

And in 58 seconds, Hawkins kicked a goal for 
Stratford. 

Another minute down and another goal for 
Stratty.

Clohesy found the ball, making headway down 
the field. The crowd roared as Stratford’s coach 
pressed closer and closer to the forward 50. 

A fumble, the crowd gasped. 
Recovery. 
A slip, twice, three times, the crowd laughed 

benevolently. 
The ball was out, found by the quick hands of 

Jack Bacon. 
Bacon rocketed the ball toward the goal, found 

by Erfurth inside the 50.
The tension was electrifying. 
It was two-on-one, dodging Wy Yung’s Dylan 

Somerville and Mitchell Toms with a quick turn; 
Erfurth took his shot. 

Behind. One point for Stratty. 
The Swans were in full flight, kicking another 

goal and another and another. 
Wy Yung kicked a goal and two behinds in the 

game’s final minutes, but it was too little too 
late for the Tigers. The final siren sounded, and 
Stratford claimed the 2022 East Gippsland FNL 
premiership cup.

“It is pretty amazing; The Weekly Times wrote 
us off at the start of the season and said we 

would be the biggest sliders, so to prove them 
and the haters wrong is the most amazing 
thing,” Clohesy said post-game. 

“I am so proud of the boys, I could only pick 
21 for today, but there are 40 odd players at 
this club who this is for, the supporters, the 
sponsors, everyone involved with the club, it’s all 
for them.”

Jack Bacon was best on ground, presented 
with a trophy at the presentation. 

Clohesy, Scott, Erfurth and Hawkins were 
stand-out players for Stratford, while Betts, 
Toms, Michael Young, Jock Overend, Nicholas 
Ward and Brad Daniel were best for the Tigers.

It was an incredibly emotional end to the 
game, with beers, tears, smiles and hugs as the 
Swans celebrated their accomplishment with 
their friends and families. 

A celebration that will undoubtedly surpass 
the weekend.

“(Beers) I’d say are definitely on the cards,” 
Clohesy said. 

“I just want to say sorry to me boss, I won’t be 
in on Tuesday, I don’t think.”
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Jack Bacon was best on ground in the Grand 

Final.  Photos: Zoe Askew.

Andrew Scott taking a mark inches from the 

goal line in the second quarter.

Alex Morcom celebrates a goal.

Stratford coach Jarryd Clohesy enjoys a well 

earned beer after leading the Swans to the 

EGFNL 2022 premiership.

a sight as Swans win

EAST GIPPSLAND FNL 

SENIORS

Stratford 5.1 8.3 10.5 14.9 (93)

Wy Yung 6.4 7.6 9.10 10.13 (73)

Stratford - Goals: H Erfurth 4, T Hawkins 3, R O’Keefe 3, A Scott 
2, A Morcom, R Thatcher. Best: J Bacon, J Clohesy, A Scott, H 
Erfurth, T Hawkins. Wy Yung - Goals: N Betts 3, B Anderson 2, B 
Ashwood, B Daniel, L Elia, K Hodson. Best: N Betts, M Toms, M 
Young, J Overend, N Ward, B Daniel.

Best on ground: Jack Bacon (Stratford)

RESERVES

Wy Yung  2.0 3.0 6.3 7.4 (46)

Boisdale-Briagolong 2.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 (24)

GRAND FINAL
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Ben 
receiving 
his height 
in beer 
from Tash 
at Lakeside 
Club

Nathan 
and Alex 
receiving 
tickets to 
a show at 
the Wedge 
from 
Georgie 
Donohue

ackage for 10 Your Height in Beer!2ND PRIZE Two Tickets to the WedgeTTEQUAL 3RD PRIZE
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